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Town of Ayer 

CEMETERY COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes from January 10, 2023 

Attendance: Members Betsy Diskin and Susan Tordella-Williams; remotely: Sam Goodwin 

Also in Attendance: Robert Pontbriand, Town Manager, Dan Van Schalkwyk, DPW Director, and David Dean, Cemetery 

Superintendent • 

Call to Order: Sam Goodwin called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm in the First Floor Meeting Room of the Ayer Town 

Hall. 

Presentation of the Green Burial option led bys. Tordella-Williams 

The Commission viewed and discussed an Informative slide show·provlded by the national Green Burial Council. 

The commission will continue researching Green Burials and determine fees, what kind of markers would be required; 

how to layout the plots and where; determine if the ground water be impacted by burials without vaults or grave liners; 

would funeral directors be involved or handle them by an internal process. Two suggestions: to invite a member' of the 

Westford Cemetery Commission to discuss green burials and to create a flow chart on how to handle a green burial. 

If the Commission decides to accept green burials, it would need to check i.n with the Board of Health and 

possibly the Select Board. R. Pontbriand determined that Town Meeting would NOT have to approve of it. 

Presentation and discussion of other cemeteries led by D. Van Schalkwyk 

D. Van Schalkwyk shared results of his research of the by-laws of other cemeteries in the region for to the 

Commission ~sit establishes cemetery by-laws. He said it costs the town $1100 to bury a body and the fee is only $800. 

The Commission agreed that the fees need adjustment and lot sizes must be standardized. · 

The commission determined that the Town Clerk issues burial permits on behalf of the Board of Health. 

B. Diskin explained that bodies can be stored in the building on the grounds in case of frozen earth, and the ground can 

be defrosted for a winter burial for $200. 

A sub-contractor is currently hired and a contract signed for cemetery maintenance. 

Sched~ling of Next Meeting: 

The Commission scheduled the next meeting for Monday, Feb. 6, 2023 at 4:30pm in-person in the First Floor Meeting 

Room of the Ayer Town Hall and remote participation. 

Motion: S. Tordella-Williams motioned and B. Diskin seconded it to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m. 

Motion passed 3-0. 

Minutes recorded and submitted by Susan Tordella-Williams, Clerk. 
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Susan Tordella-Williams 


