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Minutes for 9/28/2017

M

Location: Ayer Town Hall, 1st Floor
Present: Bill Daniels (BD, Chair), George Bacon (GB, Vice-Chair), Bonnie Tillotson (BT, Member), Jessica
Gugino (JG, Member/Clerk), Kait Rimol, (ICA, Interim Conservation Administrator), Jo-Anne Crystoflf (CA,
Conservation Administrator)

APAC taped: Yes

7:07 PM - Open Meeting

• Confirmation ofAgenda
ved to conl

Motion approved unanimously.
GB moved to confirm the agenda asposted; JG2"''.

Announcements (ICA)
o The Town is updating its union job descriptions.

• ConCom will use the job description used most recently.
o ICA distributed the new MACC member cards to the commissioners,

o MACC will be holding an Enforcement Training workshop in Groton on Sat., Nov. 4.
• Another one will he held in Rockport in March 2018.

o MACC Fall Conference this year will take place on Saturday, October 28, 9 a.m.-4:15 p.m. at The
Publick House, Sturbridge, MA.

Discussion: Farmland Inventory Project, North County Land Trust (NCLT)
o Jassy Bratko, Director ofLand Protection for NCLT, provided the results ofthe Farmland

Inventory Project as pertains to the Town ofAyer.
• Ms. Bratko previously presented the project at ConCom's 2/23/2017 meeting, and

acquired Ayer's permission to participate.
• The project performed an inventory ofCh. 61 lands with 'prime agricultural soils' in a

number ofregional towns with the goal ofproviding information to assist each town's
efforts to conserve such parcels for farmland use.

o Ayer is not a classic agricultural town but Ms. Bratko noted a growing interest in 'urban'
agriculture and community gardens,

o Ms. Bratko provided the Commission with three maps showing results ofthe Project for Ayer.
• Map One: Ayer Chapter Land and Protected Open Space;
• Map Two: Ayer Prime Agricultural Soils (also includes Farmland of Statewide

Importance and Farmland ofUnique Importance);
• Map Three: Aerial Photo

o Observations:

• Ayer does not have a lot ofprotected land or prime agricultural soil land, but does have
some parcels of interest for future consideration, including for specialty crops
(blueberries, cranberries).

• Some ofthe parcels already have development underway or planned (Riley Jayne Farm,
Ayer Solar II), but some other areas (near the DPW sewer treatment area, near the
hospital, the State Game Farm) should be kept in mind if future opportunities present
themselves.
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