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2011NOV 30 PM U' Aver Conservation Commission>4) Town Hall *One Main Street *Ayer, MA 01432 *978-772-8249
^ Minutes for 10/26/2017

Location: Ayer Town Hall, 1st Floor
Present: Bill Daniels (BD, Chair), George Bacon (GB, Vice-Chair), Bonnie Tillotson (BT, Member), Jessica
Gugino (JG, Member/Clerk), Jo-Anne CrystofL (CA, Conservation Administrator)
Not Present: (Vacancy Member)

APAC taped: No

7:13 PM - Open Meeting

• Confirmation ofAgenda
ved to conJ

Motion approved unanimously.
o GB moved to confirm the agenda asposted; BT2"^.

Public Meeting (cont'd.): Request for Determination ofApplicability (RDA) - 2 Sandy Way,
Joseph and Kerry McGuane

o Assessors Map 15, Lot 42
o Joseph McGuane was present for the Meeting.
o The RDA requested permission for the removal ofa concrete/stone/dirt berm near the shore ofthe

pond and 3 trees (2 in the application, verbally amended to 3 at the 10/12 ConCom meeting),
o CA met with Mr. McGuane during a site visit on 10/24 and documented the visit with photos.

• In CA's opinion, the work observed extends beyond the parameters ofthe RDA.
• A black tarp is covering the cattails in the pond, in an attempt to kill them.
• In addition, soils have been dug out and removed from within the pond at the

shoreline.

• There are also two soil piles that CA said need to be removed from close
proximity to the pond.

o BD said this excavation next to, and in, the pond has to stop and the tarp over the cattails needs to
be removed.

o A rickety dock is also in the water and Mr. McGuane has purchased new lumber to build a new
dock.

• Mr. McGuane said in his recollection he had received permission from Kait Rimol, when
she was Interim CA, to put in a dock.

• BD explained the history ofCh. 91, the law that the State implemented enforcement of
back in 2008-9, requiring licenses for docks and floats in "Great Ponds" within ACECs
(Areas ofCritical Environmental Concern).

• Sandy and Long ponds are in the Petapawag ACEC.
• The State declared a time period (ending 12/11/2009) during which licenses for

temporary docks could be applied for through the RDA process via local
conservation commissions.

• After the expiration of that deadline, the only way to get new licenses would be
via creation ofa costly Resource Management Plan.

• BD recalled the suggestion being made at the time that this might be best done
through formation of a private pond association, something which has not been
pursued by residents.
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