
Town of Ayer
Community Preservation Committee
Town Hall * One Main Street * Ayer, MA 01432

Minutes for 3/3/2021

may 1 2 2021

TOWN CLERK

Location: Remote Meeting via Zoom, accessible to public, due to Pandemic State of Emergency
Members present: Janet Providakes (JP) [Housing Authority]- Chair, Julie Murray (JUM)
[Planning Board] - Vice-Chair, Barry Schwarzel (BES) [Historical Commission], Jess Gugino
(JG) [Conservation Commission]- Clerk, Colleen Krieser (CK)[At Large]
Not present: Beth Suedmeyer (BAS) [At Large], Jason Mayo (JAM) [Parks & Recreation]

APAC Taped and Broadcast Live

7:00 PM - Open Meeting

• Approval of Meeting Minutes
o BES moved to accept the minutes for 2/3/2021 as written; CK 2"*^.

■ Motion approved unanimously by Roll Call Vote 5-0.

CURRENT BUSINESS

• Recognition of Sandy Pond School House
o Underscoring the importance of CPC's support for restoration work on the

historic 1869 schoolhouse, the schoolhouse was recently highlighted as part of the
State Historic Preservation Plan 2018-2022.

■  It was also placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2017

• Historic Preservation Restriction (PR) - Sandy Pond School Association (SPSA)
Grant Agreement for Phase 2 Restoration and Preservation Work (FTM 2020,
$187,340)

o SPSA President Irv Rockwood participated via Zoom to provide an update,
o SPSA is in the process of applying for another funding grant to support Phase 2,

this one from the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund (MPPF).
■  The application deadline is March 19.
■ Notice of this grant program is usually made in spring, but in 2020, it was

not announced until Dec. 14.

■ Mr. Rockwood said SPSA does not have the exact figure yet but will be
applying for an MPPF grant in the $50,000-70,000 range.

o MPPF state grants also come with particular limitations and requirements.
■ While MPPF awards 50:50 matching grants, applicants must nevertheless

show that they are capable of providing 75% of the funding for a project
• CPC's existing grant allows the application to meet both

conditions as it not only would provide a 50:50 match, but also
more than covers the 75% funding threshold.

■ MPPF grants also can be used to pay for some things but not others.
•  For example, MPPF grants require an architect be hired, however

MPPF grant money cannot be used to pay for the architect.
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