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What are Wetlands?

A weotland is defined as

any land area that 1s saturated
or flooded with water, either
seasonally or permanently.

Thoy can be either inland such
as lakes, aquifers and marshes or
coastal, as mangroves, estuaries
and coral reefs.

of Lakes
dand Ponds

L

Marshes,
Swamps and
Floodplains

Rivers

Groundwater aquifers

stuaries

Coral reefs




How wetlands work

Contaminants
and sediment
are filtered

Provides
critical wildlife
habitat

Cleaner water

Saturated peat
S Stores water



Benelits of Wetlands

X7 A S \\17 Wetlands create tremendous
\\ .\’/// N recreational, research, and
\ l/ \ tourism opportunities.

Wetla nds act as sponges,
temporarily storing flood waters (/i ,’ A |
*and releasing them slowly, thus 1 A \: k| T
reducing flood damage.
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Wetlands are considered “nature’s
= nurseries” by providing critical habitat

for fish, wildlife, and waterfowl. Wetlands provide protection from F

Wetlands act as “nature's kidneys" by storms and ice by absorbing wave
removing pollutants, such as nutrients energy and buffering shorelines
and sediments, from water flowing against erosion.

through them.



Provides open space and
enhances property values.

Filters sediments, .
pollutants & nutrients. 7 4 ' —

T

Sponge-like quality allows
water to be returned to the
ground during dry-periods.

L= Supports diverse
R wildiife.
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WHAT ARE ECOSYSTEM SERVICES?
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Irrigation
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Water quality

Biodiversity
Pollination
Pest control

Fisheries



WHAT DO WE GET FROM ECOSYSTEMS ’
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