
Digitiza tion  of th e 
Public Spirit

May 1869 - Dec. 2021



Current Conditions

● The Library owns 130 reels covering from 
1869 - 2021.

● The most commonly used reels are from 
1869 - 1950.

● The Ayer Library was used as an archive 
by the paper and owns the only complete 
collection.

● Film reels are kept in a locked cabinet in 
The Nutting Room.
○ Room is only accessible with staff 

permission.

● Only viewable at the Ayer Library during 

Library open hours.

● Microfilm is starting to deteriorate.

● Newspapers were not always filmed in 

order.
○ This causes difficulty in finding the correct 

year

● Each page must be read one at a time in 

order to find what you are looking for.
○ This is time consuming for both staff and 

patrons.



How the newspaper can currently be viewed. 

Individual pages and articles can be printed 
or saved to a thumb drive.



Damaged film reel. 
This is the most damaged reel, most have cracks 

and scratches.

Newspapers filmed out of order.
This reel contains issues from 1917, 1920, 1921, 

1924, 1925, 1926. Issues from the missing years can 
be found on other reels.



Our Reques t

● The Ayer Library is asking for $25,000 to 

digitize our microfilm collection.

● This will create a searchable database for 

the newspaper.

● The database will be accessible from the 

Ayer Library’s website.
○ Patrons can access the database from 

home.

● Newspapers can be searched by year or 

by keyword.
The Leominster Library has already done this for 

their local papers.



Names, events, and dates can be used as search terms. 
This eliminates the need to read every page of the paper. 



Once scanned the newspaper will be easier to read, and there will be more options for 
magnification, printing and downloading.
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