
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 



Kiddie Junction Playground, currently closed, January 2022 

 

 
 
 
  



 
  



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
From: Joe McLoughlin <JMcloughlin@BETA-Inc.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 21, 2021 10:20 AM 
To: Dan Van Schalkwyk <dVanSchalkwyk@ayer.ma.us>; Jeff Thomas <parks@ayer.ma.us> 
Cc: Randy Collins <RCollins@BETA-Inc.com> 
Subject: Soil Analytical Results 
 
Dan and Jeff, 
 
We received the lab results for our samples (see Table below and figure attached). As you can see, only 
two of the eighteen samples exceeded MassDEP’s RCS-1 reportable concentration of 20 mg/kg. None of 
the samples exceeded MassDEP’s Imminent Hazard Threshold of 40 mg/kg. Some initial 
observations/thoughts: 
 
 It is likely that the EPA’s sampling protocol of collecting samples from the top 3 inches biased 

the results to higher arsenic concentrations with the top few inches of soil likely having more 
wood debris/arsenic impact. This is especially evident at our sample location SS-111 which was 
in the same locations as EPA’s highest sample result (P-22).  

 At the two deeper sampling locations, arsenic was lower at each. The 1-3 foot samples likely 
represent background arsenic levels (arsenic is a naturally occurring metal that is found in most 
soil at some level). 

 The two samples that exceed the RCS-1 standard are within the playground proper. SS-101 was 
taken from outside the fence but near the handicap swing. The soil there did consist of the pea 
gravel/soil mix that is found throughout the rest of the playground area. 

 
I need to give some thought to the remediation cost estimate, but at this point, I think full soil removal 
(top 6 inches) will be the way to go (probably won’t need a cap or deed restriction). My guess at this 
point is that it should be on the order of $100,000 or maybe slightly less. I am going to ask a contractor 
that we work with for an estimate.  
 
Overall, I think this is really good news. Please let me know if you have any questions or comments. 
Thanks. 
 
Joe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sample 
Location 

Sample 
Depth 

Total 
Arsenic, 
mg/kg 

MassDEP 
RCS-1 

Standard 
SS-101 0-1 foot 31.1 

20 

SS-102 0-1 foot 9.65 
SS-103 0-1 foot 11.9 
SS-104 0-1 foot 11.4 
SS-105 0-1 foot 20.5 
SS-106 0-1 foot 11 
SS-107 0-1 foot 9.87 
SS-107 1-3 feet 6.27 
SS-108 0-1 foot 10.6 
SS-109 0-1 foot 11 
SS-110 0-1 foot 13 
SS-111 0-1 foot 17.8 
SS-111 1-3 feet 9.9 
SS-112 0-1 foot 9.53 
SS-113 0-1 foot 14.2 
SS-114 0-1 foot 13.2 
SS-115 0-1 foot 13.1 
SS-116 0-1 foot 11.1 

 
 
Joseph R. McLoughlin II, LSP, LEP 
Senior Associate 

 
BETA Group, Inc. 
401.333.2382 

     
 
  

http://www.beta-inc.com/?utm_source=e-mail%20signature&utm_campaign=E-mail%20Signatures&utm_medium=email
https://twitter.com/BETAGroupInc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/beta-group-inc-/
https://www.facebook.com/BETAGroupInc/
https://www.instagram.com/betagroupinc/
https://www.beta-inc.com/careers/opportunities/


 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
Fred Deppe, Principal         Matt Lutinski, Assistant Principal                  
fdeppe@asrsd.org  ext 1401        mlutinski@asrsd.org   ext 1426  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 28, 2022 

 

 
Dear Members of the CPC, 

     On behalf of the Page Hilltop Elementary School, I am happy to endorse the Pirone Park Playground 
Remediation and Replacement Project.  This should be of great benefit to our community.   We currently 
plan student field trips to the Park, which are always a great experience. 

      I also know that many of our families utilize the park / playground outside of typical school hours. 

Thank you, 

 

Fred Deppe, Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our vision is to connect, engage, and inspire every student to reach academic excellence. The educators of the Ayer Shirley Regional School 
District will instill habits of reflection and inquiry that challenge our students to set ambitious academic and personal goals. Students will 
develop a strong voice to express thoughts and ideas in the community, the confidence to showcase their talents, and academic and personal 
successes in preparation for entry into college and the world of work. 

 


