
TOWN OF AYER SELECTMEN'S MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday, January 21, 2014-7:00P.M.

1st Floor Meeting Room, Town Hall, Main Street, Ayer, MA

Chairman Luca called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. Present: Chairman-Gary J. Luca, Christopher
R. Hillman, Vice-Chairman, James M. Fay Clerk, Members: Pauline Conley and Jannice Livingston. Janet
Lewis, Secretary. Town Administrator Robert A. Pontbriand absent
Chairman Luca requested if there were any amendments to the Agenda. None. Chairman Luca called for
a motion to approve the Agenda. Ms. Livingston moved to approve the agenda 2nd by Mr. Fay, VOTE:
unanimous, so moved.
Chairman Luca requested if there was anyone present wishing to meet with the Board under Public
Input. No one stepped forward. Ms. Conley requested from the Board's delegates to the Curbside
Study Working Group if they held their first meeting. Ms. Livingston advised to the first meeting of the
working group is Thursday, January 30, 2014 at 5:00p.m. at the DPW Office.
Announcements: Chairman Luca called for a Moment of Silence for the "Town's First Lady of Ayer"-
Zelda L. Moore, who passed away on Monday, January 20, 2014. Mr. Luca reflected on Mrs. Moore
love and vision for the Town documenting, restoring and maintaining the Town's historic treasures
through her library in the Page Moore Building. The Board sent along their sincerest condolences to the
Moore family.
National Grid-Washington Street Easement-The Board met with Iris Harris from National Grid re the

Granting of Easement on the southwest side of Washington Street and westerly side of Groton Harvard
Road -Town of Ayer Assessors Map Parcel 019/020.00000-0001.0 described in a deed dated April 30,
1883 recorded at Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds in Book 1653, Page 213 for underground
electric distribution system for the ASRHS construction project. Ms. Conley moved the vote to approve
the National Grid -Washington Street Easement as presented, 2nd by Mr. Hillman,.VOTE: unanimous, so
moved.

Police Chief William Murray -Appointment Police/Fire/EMS Per Diem Dispatcher-Chief Murray
introduced and recommended the appointment of Christopher M. Herrstrom, of Ayer, MA to the on-call
Per Diem Dispatcher position to augment his dispatch staff (no benefits, not covered by CBA and
compensated at Step One Full Time Dispatcher/no conflicts with Fire Dept. per 1-9-14 Memo) Ms.
Conley moved the Board vote to approve the Chief's recommendation and appoint Christopher M.
Herrstrom as a Police/Fire/EMS Per Diem Dispatcher to the Ayer Police Dept. as discussed, 2nd by Mr.
Hillman, VOTE: unanimous, so moved.
Cultural Council Appointments-rescheduled to Board's 2-4-14 Meeting
DPW Superintendent's Report-the Board met with Mark Wetzel

1 Old Groton Road- Supt. Wetzel advised to only one interested party submitting request re plowing
Old Groton Rd.- Matthew Womble, of Lunenburg, MA at $75 for every 4" of snow or $150 for 8" of snow
advising the Board to Mr. Womble the person who plowed Old Groton Rd the last storm as test run.
Discussion followed re concern re other roads, contracts, liability insurance etc. Mr. Fay stating at the
last meeting the Board agreed Town would plow road, that should be it-plow road, he is not
comfortable giving to private contractor DPW should plow road, don't treat any different than any other
road. Ms. Conley agreeing with Mr. Fay but suggesting DPW get at least one pass done with backhoe
early in storm, if significant storm, to allow residents some accommodation re access. Supt. Wetzel
urging Board to get something in writing from residents re plowing and advising to Fire Dept. having
emergency access from Washington Street entrance if needed as well as requesting residents of Old
Groton Rd. not to park on road. The Board requested number of new streets/private roads requiring
similar consideration Mr. Hillman advising to Pingrey Hill, Mountain Laurel having issues as well. Mr.
Hillman advising to Board settling issue this Spring.






