
 
 

 

February 17, 2022 
 

Ayer Conservation Commission 
1 Main St 
Ayer MA 01432 
 
Kellie Doherty 
National Grid 
40 Sylvan Road, E3 
Waltham MA 02451 
 
RE:         Applicant: Kellie Doherty, National Grid 

Project Location: National Grid K137/L138 Transmission Line 
Project Description: National Grid K137/L138 Line OPGW Installation Project 
DEP Wetlands File No.: 100-0479 
NHESP Tracking No.: 21-40549 

 
Dear Commissioners: 
 

The applicant listed above has submitted a Notice of Intent with site plans to the Natural Heritage & 
Endangered Species Program of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”), in 
compliance with the rare wildlife species section of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.58(4)(b), 10.59). 
 

Based on a review of the information that was provided and the information that is currently contained in 
our database, the Division has determined that this project, as currently proposed, will not adversely affect 
the actual Resource Area Habitat of state-protected rare wildlife species.  Therefore, it is our opinion that this 
project appears to meet the state-listed species performance standard for the issuance of an Order of 
Conditions.    
 

Please note that this determination addresses only the matter of rare wildlife habitat and does not pertain to 
other wildlife habitat issues that may be pertinent to the proposed project.  If you have any questions 
regarding this letter please contact Melany Cheeseman, Endangered Species Review Assistant, at (508) 389-
6357. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 
cc: MA DEP Central Region 
 Alison Milliman, BSC Group, Inc. 



 
 

 

October 28, 2021 
 
Kellie Doherty 
National Grid 
40 Sylvan Road, E3 
Waltham MA 02451 
 
RE:         Project Location: National Grid K137/L138 Line ROW 

Project Town: Sterling, Leominster, Lancaster, Shirley, Ayer 
Project Description: OPGW Installation Project 
NHESP File No.: 21-40549 

 
Dear Applicant: 
 
Thank you for submitting the MESA Project Review Checklist, site plans and other required materials to 
the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (the 
“Division”) for review pursuant to the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (MGL c.131A) and 
its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00). 
 
Based on a review of the information that was provided and the information that is currently contained 
in our database, the Division has determined that this project, as currently proposed, will not result in a 
prohibited Take of state-listed rare species, provided the Turtle Protection Plan and  impact avoidance 
measures are implemented as proposed.  This determination is a final decision of the Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife pursuant to 321 CMR 10.18.  Any changes to the proposed project or any additional 
work beyond that shown on the site plans may require an additional filing with the Division pursuant to 
the MESA.  This project may be subject to further review if no physical work is commenced within five 
years from the date of issuance of this determination, or if there is a change to the project.  
 
Please note that this determination addresses only the matter of state-listed species and their habitats. 
If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Melany Cheeseman, Endangered Species 
Review Assistant, at (508) 389-6357. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 
cc: Sarah Barnum, BSC Group, Inc. 
 



MassDEP N01 File Number

CERO_NOI@MassMail.state.ma.us

Tue 2/15/202212:54 PM

To:kellie.doherty@nationalgrid.com <kellie.doherty@nationalgrid.com>; amilliman@bscgroup.com <amilliman@bscgroup.com>;

Cc:cero_noi@state.ma.us <cero_noi@state.ma.us>; Ayer Conservation Commission <concom@ayer.ma.us>; cero_noi@state.ma.us

<cero_noi@state.ma.us>;

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE

8 NEW BOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01606 508-792-7650

Date: 02/15/2022 Municipality AVER

RE: NOTIFICATION OF WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT FILE NUMBER

The Department of Environmental Protection has received a Notice of Intent filed in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L c.

131, §40):

NEW ENGLAND POWER
APPIicantCOMPAN7(NEP)

40 SYLVAN ROAD,WALTHAM
Address

MA 02451

K137/L138 TRANSMISSION
LINE , AYER MA 01432

Owner NEP HAS EASEMENT RIGHTS

Address

This project has been assigned the following file # : CE 100-0479

ISSUANCE OF A FILE NUMBER INDICATES ONLY COMPLETENESS OF SUBMITTAL, NOT APPROVAL OF APPLICATION

Although a file # is being issued, please note the following:

The application materials suggest that work will occur within Land Under Waterbodies, and potentially alter Bank resource area, however
no impact values for these resource area are listed on the submitted WPA Form 3. While some of the impacts to these and other wetland
resource areas may be temporary in nature MassDEP recommends the applicant update applicable sections WPA Form 3 to include
relevant impact area and replacement values for these resource areas for Commission review even where impacts are temporal or direct

replacement is proposed. The application materials note that no volumetric change in BLSF is anticipated with the proposed work but
notes that if volumetric change occurs compensatory storage will be provided. In the event that volumetric changes to flood plain will be

required the applicant should submit revised resource area impact values for Commission review.

Regards,

for MassDEP,

(508)-767-2721
Thomas.Rebula@Mass.gov
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PO Box 60658 / Worcester, MA 01606 

January 15, 2022 
 
 
Ayer Conservation Commission 
Town Hall, 1 Main Street 
Ayer, MA 01432 
 
RE: Notice of Intent 
 K137/L138 Transmission Line OPGW Project 
 Ayer, Massachusetts  
 New England Power Company 
 
Dear Jon Schmalenberger and Members of the Ayer Conservation Commission: 
 
BSC Group, Inc. (BSC) is filing this Notice of Intent (NOI) on behalf of the New England Power Company 
(NEP) for maintenance and improvement activities along the K137/L138 Transmission Line Right-of-Way 
(ROW) in Ayer, Massachusetts (the Project). The purpose of the Project is to refurbish portions of the line 
and install optical ground wire (OPGW) along the line to facilitate faster communication between 
substations. In order to support the upgrades, ROW maintenance activities are necessary, including 
structure replacements and access road improvements. This NOI is being submitted in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. Ch.131, S.40) (WPA), implementing regulations (310 
CMR 10.00), and the Town of Ayer Wetland Protection Bylaw. 
 
Activities proposed as part of the Project in Ayer include maintenance and improvement activities at sixty-
two (62) existing structures along the K137/L138 Line, twenty-six (26) of which are located within 
jurisdictional Wetland Resource Areas or Buffer Zones. Work is proposed within Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands (BVW), 100-ft Buffer Zone to BVW, 200-ft Riverfront Area (RA), FEMA 100-Year 
Floodplain/Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF), Land Under Water (LUW), Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC), and Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP) 
Priority/Estimated Habitat. Activities are also proposed within the locally regulated 50-ft No Disturb Zone 
and 100-ft Buffer to Vernal Pools. Stream crossings (spanning bank) are required for access to and work 
set up at structures. 
 
A portion of the proposed activities may be considered exempt utility maintenance in accordance with 310 
CMR 10.02(2)(a)(2) of the WPA and implementing regulations, and the Ayer Wetlands Bylaw Section 4. 
Specifically, the in-kind replacement of existing structures and general maintenance work at existing 
structures, which will not substantially change or enlarge the footprint of existing structures. As such, this 
NOI serves as both notification of exempt utility maintenance activities (as described within the main 
narrative), and a request for an Order of Conditions for non-exempt portions of the proposed work. The 
Project has been designed to meet all applicable performance standards of the WPA and Ayer Wetlands 
Bylaw through avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures, as described in further detail in the 
Project Narrative. 
 
This Project qualifies as a Limited Project in accordance with the WPA regulations (310 CMR 10.53(3)(d)) 
which allows for the “construction, reconstruction, operation and maintenance of… overhead public 
utilities…” provided there are no alternatives, best available measures are used to minimize adverse effects 



 
 

 

PO Box 60658 / Worcester, MA 01606 

during construction, and that vegetation and existing grades are restored. Best Management Practices 
(BMPs), including sediment and erosion controls, will be implemented during construction. NEP has 
performed an analysis of all possible alternatives and the Project has been designed to avoid and minimize 
the potential for adverse impacts to wetland resource areas to the greatest extent practicable. 
 
We respectfully request that this matter be heard at the next scheduled Conservation Commission hearing. 
A copy of this application has also been sent to the Central Regional Office of the Department of 
Environmental Protection (via the eDEP portal). BSC also requests a waiver from the requirements of the 
50-ft No Disturbance Zone, as described within the Project Narrative. If you have any questions regarding 
the enclosed information, please contact me at (617) 896-4532, or Kellie Doherty of National Grid at 781-
703-1085. Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
 
 
Truly yours, 
BSC Group, Inc. 
 

 
Alison Milliman 
Project Manager 
 
 
cc: Kellie Doherty, National Grid 
 MassDEP Central Regional Office 
 
WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent, NOI Fee Transmittal Form, Copy of Filing Fee Checks 
Attachment A   Detailed Project Narrative 
Attachment B   USGS Site Locus Map, Environmental Resources Map 
Attachment C   Site Photographs and Wetland Delineation Forms 
Attachment D   Abutters Notification Letter and Certified List of Abutters 
Attachment E   National Grid’s Best Management Practices Manual (EG-303) 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 
 
Note:  
Before 
completing this 
form consult  
your local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance. 

A. General Information 

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site): 

K137/L138 Transmission Line 
a. Street Address  

Ayer 
b. City/Town 

01432 
c. Zip Code 

Latitude and Longitude: 42.579926 to 
42.567896  

  

-71.609029 to  
-71.531435 

  See Attachment D 
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number   

See Attchment D 
g. Parcel /Lot Number 

2.  Applicant: 

Kellie 
a. First Name 

Doherty 
b. Last Name 

New England Power Company (NEP) 
c. Organization 
40 Sylvan Road 
d. Street Address 
Waltham 
e. City/Town 

 MA 
f. State 
    

02451 
g. Zip Code 

 (781) 703-1085 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

 kellie.doherty@nationalgrid.com 
j. Email Address 

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant):   Check if more than one owner 

NEP has easement rights 
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

       
d. Street Address 

        
e. City/Town 

       
f. State 
    

      
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email address 

 4.  Representative (if any): 

 Alison 
a. First Name 

Milliman 
b. Last Name 

 BSC Group, Inc. 
c. Company 

 33 Waldo Street 
d. Street Address 

 Worcester 
e. City/Town   

MA 
f. State 

01608   
g. Zip Code 

  (617) 896-4532 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

amilliman@bscgroup.com 
j. Email address 

 
  5.  Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form): 

 $750.00 
a. Total Fee Paid 

$362.50 
b. State Fee Paid 

$387.50 
c. City/Town Fee Paid 

    



 

wpaform3.doc • rev. 6/28/2016 
 

Page 2 of 9 

 

4 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information (continued) 
 6. General Project Description:  
 NEP is proposing to conduct general maintenance activities & improvements along the K137/L138 

transmission line. Activities will include structure replacements, access road improvements, and 
overhead work. The work is necessary to extend asset life & provide high speed communications 
between substations.  
 
 

 

 

 

 7a. Project Type Checklist:  (Limited Project Types see Section A. 7b.) 

  1.  Single Family Home  2.  Residential Subdivision 

  3.  Commercial/Industrial  4.  Dock/Pier 

  5.    Utilities 6.    Coastal engineering Structure 

  7.  Agriculture (e.g., cranberries, forestry)  8.  Transportation 

  9.  Other  

 7b. Is any portion of the proposed activity eligible to be treated as a limited project (including Ecological 
Restoration Limited Project) subject to 310 CMR 10.24 (coastal) or 310 CMR 10.53 (inland)? 

  1.   Yes  No If yes, describe which limited project applies to this project. (See 310 CMR 
10.24 and 10.53 for a complete list and description of limited project types) 

  310 CMR 10.53(3)(d) which allows the “...construction, reconstruction, operation and maintenance of 
underground and overhead public utilities...”  

     
 If the proposed activity is eligible to be treated as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project (310 

CMR10.24(8), 310 CMR 10.53(4)), complete and attach Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited 
Project Checklist and Signed Certification.  

 8. Property recorded at the Registry of Deeds for: 

 Middlesex South - ROW Easement 
a. County 

      
b. Certificate # (if registered land) 

       
c. Book 

      
d. Page Number 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) 

 1.   Buffer Zone Only – Check if the project is located only in the Buffer Zone of a Bordering   
  Vegetated Wetland, Inland Bank, or Coastal Resource Area. 

 2.  Inland Resource Areas (see 310 CMR 10.54-10.58; if not applicable, go to Section B.3,   
  Coastal Resource Areas). 

 Check all that apply below. Attach narrative and any supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 

For all projects 
affecting other 
Resource Areas, 
please attach a 
narrative 
explaining how 
the resource 
area was 
delineated. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.   Bank       
1. linear feet 

      
2. linear feet 

b.  Bordering Vegetated 
  Wetland 

116 
1. square feet 

232 
2. square feet 

c.  Land Under 
 Waterbodies and 
 Waterways 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

      
3. cubic yards dredged  

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

d.  Bordering Land 
 Subject to Flooding 

20 
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

  0 
3. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
4. cubic feet replaced 

 e.  Isolated Land   
  Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet  

        
2. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
3. cubic feet replaced 

 f.   Riverfront Area Inland: Nashua River & James Brook 
1. Name of Waterway (if available)  - specify coastal or inland 

   2.  Width of Riverfront Area (check one): 
 

   25 ft. - Designated Densely Developed Areas only 
  

  100 ft. - New agricultural projects only 
 

   200 ft. - All other projects 

 

 

   3. Total area of Riverfront Area on the site of the proposed project:   418,439 
square feet 

  4. Proposed alteration of the Riverfront Area:  

 0 
a. total square feet  

0 
b. square feet within 100 ft. 

0 
c. square feet between 100 ft. and 200 ft. 

  5. Has an alternatives analysis been done and is it attached to this NOI?     Yes   No 

  6. Was the lot where the activity is proposed created prior to August 1, 1996?     Yes   No 

 3.  Coastal Resource Areas: (See 310 CMR 10.25-10.35)  
 Note: for coastal riverfront areas, please complete Section B.2.f. above. 

  

  

  



 

wpaform3.doc • rev. 6/28/2016 
 

Page 4 of 9 

 

4 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 
 

Check all that apply below.  Attach narrative and supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.   

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.  Designated Port Areas  Indicate size under Land Under the Ocean, below 

b.  Land Under the Ocean       
1. square feet  

       
2. cubic yards dredged  

c.  Barrier Beach Indicate size under Coastal Beaches and/or Coastal Dunes below 

d.  Coastal Beaches       
1. square feet 

      
2. cubic yards beach nourishment 

 
e.  Coastal Dunes       

1. square feet 
      
2. cubic yards dune nourishment 

 
 Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

 
f.   Coastal Banks       

1. linear feet  
 g.  Rocky Intertidal   

  Shores 
      
1. square feet  

 
h.  Salt Marshes       

1. square feet 
      
2. sq ft restoration, rehab., creation 

 i.   Land Under Salt  
  Ponds 

      
1. square feet  

        
2. cubic yards dredged  

 j.   Land Containing  
  Shellfish 

      
1. square feet  

  k.  Fish Runs Indicate size under Coastal Banks, inland Bank, Land Under the 
Ocean, and/or inland Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways, 
above    

        
1. cubic yards dredged  

  l.  Land Subject to   
   Coastal Storm Flowage 

      
1. square feet  

 4.  Restoration/Enhancement 
If the project is for the purpose of restoring or enhancing a wetland resource area in addition to the 
square footage that has been entered in Section B.2.b or B.3.h above, please enter the additional 
amount here.  

 
      
a. square feet of BVW 

      
b. square feet of Salt Marsh 

 5.  Project Involves Stream Crossings 

       
a. number of new stream crossings 

      
b. number of replacement stream crossings 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements 
  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section C and 

complete Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited Project Checklists – Required Actions 
(310 CMR 10.11).  

 Streamlined Massachusetts Endangered Species Act/Wetlands Protection Act Review 
 

1. Is any portion of the proposed project located in Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife as indicated on 
the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-Listed Rare Wetland Wildlife published by the 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? To view habitat maps, see the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas or go to 
http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm.  

 

 

 
a.   Yes   No  If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to: 

   
  Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
  Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
               1 Rabbit Hill Road 
               Westborough, MA 01581 

   

 
 

  

 August 2021 
b. Date of map 

   

 If yes, the project is also subject to Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) review (321 
CMR 10.18). To qualify for a streamlined, 30-day, MESA/Wetlands Protection Act review, please 
complete Section C.1.c, and include requested materials with this Notice of Intent (NOI); OR 
complete Section C.2.f, if applicable. If MESA supplemental information is not included with the NOI, 
by completing Section 1 of this form, the NHESP will require a separate MESA filing which may take 
up to 90 days to review (unless noted exceptions in Section 2 apply, see below). 

 

 

  c.  Submit Supplemental Information for Endangered Species Review∗  

   1.   Percentage/acreage of property to be altered:  

    (a) within wetland Resource Area       
percentage/acreage 

    (b) outside Resource Area       
percentage/acreage 

   2.   Assessor’s Map or right-of-way plan of site 

 2.  Project plans for entire project site, including wetland resource areas and areas outside of 
wetlands jurisdiction, showing existing and proposed conditions, existing and proposed 
tree/vegetation clearing line, and clearly demarcated limits of work ∗∗    

 (a)    Project description (including description of impacts outside of wetland resource area & 
 buffer zone) 

 
(b)    Photographs representative of the site 

 
∗ Some projects not in Estimated Habitat may be located in Priority Habitat, and require NHESP review (see 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/).  Priority Habitat includes habitat for state-listed plants 
and strictly upland species not protected by the Wetlands Protection Act. 
∗∗ MESA projects may not be segmented (321 CMR 10.16). The applicant must disclose full development plans even if such plans are 
not required as part of the Notice of Intent process. 

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 
 

(c)   MESA filing fee (fee information available at 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_fee_schedule.htm).  
Make check payable to “Commonwealth of Massachusetts - NHESP” and mail to NHESP at 
above address 

 

 

   Projects altering 10 or more acres of land, also submit: 

  (d)  Vegetation cover type map of site 

  (e)   Project plans showing Priority & Estimated Habitat boundaries 

 
 (f)  OR Check One of the Following 

 
1.    Project is exempt from MESA review.   

Attach applicant letter indicating which MESA exemption applies. (See 321 CMR 10.14, 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_exemptions.htm; 
the NOI must still be sent to NHESP if the project is within estimated habitat pursuant to 
310 CMR 10.37 and 10.59.)         

 

 

  2.    Separate MESA review ongoing.   21-40549      
a. NHESP Tracking # 

October 5, 2021 
b. Date submitted to NHESP 

 
3.  Separate MESA review completed.  

   Include copy of NHESP “no Take” determination or valid Conservation & Management 
   Permit with approved plan.  

 3. For coastal projects only, is any portion of the proposed project located below the mean high water 
 line or in a fish run? 

  a.   Not applicable – project is in inland resource area only   b.   Yes  No 

 If yes, include proof of mailing, hand delivery, or electronic delivery of NOI to either: 

 
South Shore - Cohasset to Rhode Island border, and 
the Cape & Islands: 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
Southeast Marine Fisheries Station 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
1213 Purchase Street – 3rd Floor 
New Bedford, MA  02740-6694 
Email: DMF.EnvReview-South@state.ma.us  

North Shore - Hull to New Hampshire border: 
 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
North Shore Office 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
30 Emerson Avenue 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
Email:  DMF.EnvReview-North@state.ma.us  

 

 

 

 

 Also if yes, the project may require a Chapter 91 license. For coastal towns in the Northeast Region, 
please contact MassDEP’s Boston Office. For coastal towns in the Southeast Region, please contact 
MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office.   

  

  

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_fee_schedule.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_exemptions.htm
mailto:DMF.EnvReview-South@state.ma.us
mailto:DMF.EnvReview-North@state.ma.us
AMilliman
Typewritten Text
X
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

4. Is any portion of the proposed project within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)? 

a.   Yes  No If yes, provide name of ACEC (see instructions to WPA Form 3 or MassDEP 
Website for ACEC locations). Note: electronic filers click on Website. 

Petapawag and Squannassit   
b. ACEC 

5. Is any portion of the proposed project within an area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water 
 (ORW) as designated in the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, 314 CMR 4.00? 

 a.   Yes  No 

6. Is any portion of the site subject to a Wetlands Restriction Order under the Inland Wetlands 
 Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40A) or the Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 130, § 105)? 

a.   Yes  No 

 7. Is this project subject to provisions of the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards? 

 a.  Yes. Attach a copy of the Stormwater Report as required by the Stormwater Management 
   Standards per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)-(q) and check if: 

 1.  Applying for Low Impact Development (LID) site design credits (as described in   
   Stormwater  Management Handbook Vol. 2, Chapter 3) 

 2.  A portion of the site constitutes redevelopment 

  3.  Proprietary BMPs are included in the Stormwater Management System. 

 b.  No. Check why the project is exempt: 

 1.  Single-family house 

 2.  Emergency road repair 

 3.  Small Residential Subdivision (less than or equal to 4 single-family houses or less than 
or   equal to 4 units in multi-family housing project) with no discharge to Critical Areas. 

 D.  Additional Information 

  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section D and complete 
Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Notice of Intent – Minimum Required Documents (310 CMR 
10.12).  

  Applicants must include the following with this Notice of Intent (NOI). See instructions for details. 

 Online Users: Attach the document transaction number (provided on your receipt page) for any of 
the following information you submit to the Department.  

 1.  USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing 
sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site. 
(Electronic filers may omit this item.)  

 2.  Plans identifying the location of proposed activities (including activities proposed to serve as 
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland [BVW] replication area or other mitigating measure) relative 
to the boundaries of each affected resource area.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 D.  Additional Information (cont’d) 

  3.  Identify the method for BVW and other resource area boundary delineations (MassDEP BVW 
   Field Data Form(s), Determination of Applicability, Order of Resource Area Delineation, etc.), 
    and attach documentation of the methodology.  

 4.  List the titles and dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this NOI. 

 Environmental Resources Map 
a. Plan Title 

 BSC Group, Inc. 
b. Prepared By 

N/A 
c. Signed and Stamped by 

 12/13/2021 
d. Final Revision Date 

1" = 100' 
e. Scale 

 USGS Site Locus Map 
f. Additional Plan or Document Title 

12/13/2021 
g. Date 

 5.  If there is more than one property owner, please attach a list of these property owners not 
listed on this form. 

 6.  Attach proof of mailing for Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, if needed. 

 7.  Attach proof of mailing for Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, if needed. 

 8.  Attach NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form  

 9.  Attach Stormwater Report, if needed.  

  

  

  

  

 E. Fees 
  1.  Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district 

   of the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing 
   authority, or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.  

  
Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to pages 1 and 2 of the NOI Wetland 
Fee Transmittal Form) to confirm fee payment:  

 

 

  2816 
2. Municipal Check Number 

12/8/2021 
3. Check date 

  eDEP filing 
4. State Check Number 

N/A 
5. Check date 

  BSC Companies, Inc. 
6. Payor name on check: First Name 

      
7. Payor name on check: Last Name 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
Ayer 
City/Town 

 F. Signatures and Submittal Requirements 
 I hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Notice of Intent and accompanying 

plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand 
that the Conservation Commission will place notification of this Notice in a local newspaper at the 
expense of the applicant in accordance with the wetlands regulations, 310 CMR 10.05(5)(a). 
 
I further certify under penalties of perjury that all abutters were notified of this application, pursuant to 
the requirements of M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. Notice must be made by Certificate of Mailing or in writing by 
hand delivery or certified mail (return receipt requested) to all abutters within 100 feet of the property line 
of the project location.  
  

 

 

 

 

  
1. Signature of Applicant 

      
2. Date 

  
3. Signature of Property Owner (if different) 

      
4. Date 

  
5. Signature of Representative (if any) 

      
6. Date 

  

 For Conservation Commission: 
Two copies of the completed Notice of Intent (Form 3), including supporting plans and documents, 
two copies of the NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form, and the city/town fee payment, to the 
Conservation Commission by certified mail or hand delivery. 

 

  For MassDEP: 
One copy of the completed Notice of Intent (Form 3), including supporting plans and documents, one 
copy of the NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form, and a copy of the state fee payment to the 
MassDEP Regional Office (see Instructions) by certified mail or hand delivery. 

 

 Other: 
If the applicant has checked the “yes” box in any part of Section C, Item 3, above, refer to that 
section and the Instructions for additional submittal requirements.  
 
The original and copies must be sent simultaneously. Failure by the applicant to send copies in a 
timely manner may result in dismissal of the Notice of Intent. 

 

 

 

AMilliman
Erin

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
Erin Whoriskey- NEP on behalf of Kellie Doherty

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
1/15/2022

AMilliman
self

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
1/15/2022
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 
Important: When 
filling out forms 
on the computer, 
use only the tab 
key to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 

A. Applicant Information 

1. Location of Project: 

K137/L138 Transmission Line ROW 
a. Street Address 

Ayer 
b. City/Town 

eDEP payment 
c. Check number 

$362.50 
d. Fee amount 

2. Applicant Mailing Address: 

Kellie 
a. First Name 

Doherty 
b. Last Name 

New England Power Company (NEP) 
c. Organization 
40 Sylvan Road 
d. Mailing Address 
Waltham 
e. City/Town 

MA 
f. State 

02451 
g. Zip Code 

 (781) 703-1085 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

 kellie.doherty@nationalgrid.com 
j. Email Address 

3. Property Owner (if different): 

NEP has easement rights 
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

       
d. Mailing Address 

       
e. City/Town 

      
f. State 

      
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

To calculate  
filing fees, refer 
to the category 
fee list and 
examples in the 
instructions for 
filling out WPA 
Form 3 (Notice of 
Intent). 

B. Fees 
Fee should be calculated using the following process & worksheet. Please see Instructions before 
filling out worksheet.  
 
Step 1/Type of Activity: Describe each type of activity that will occur in wetland resource area and buffer zone. 
 
Step 2/Number of Activities: Identify the number of each type of activity. 
 
Step 3/Individual Activity Fee: Identify each activity fee from the six project categories listed in the instructions.  
 
Step 4/Subtotal Activity Fee: Multiply the number of activities (identified in Step 2) times the fee per category 
(identified in Step 3) to reach a subtotal fee amount. Note: If any of these activities are in a Riverfront Area in 
addition to another Resource Area or the Buffer Zone, the fee per activity should be multiplied by 1.5 and then 
added to the subtotal amount. 
 
Step 5/Total Project Fee: Determine the total project fee by adding the subtotal amounts from Step 4. 
 
Step 6/Fee Payments: To calculate the state share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and subtract $12.50. To 
calculate the city/town share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and add $12.50. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 B. Fees (continued) 
  Step 1/Type of Activity Step 2/Number 

of Activities 
Step 

3/Individual 
Activity Fee 

Step 4/Subtotal Activity 
Fee 

    

 Category 2(e) 
  

1 x 1.5 
 
 

$750.00 
 

$750.00 
 
        

  
      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 
               Step 5/Total Project Fee: $750.00 
 

                Step 6/Fee Payments:  

                  Total Project Fee: $750.00 
a. Total Fee from Step 5 

   State share of filing Fee: $362.50 
b. 1/2 Total Fee less $12.50 

  City/Town share of filling Fee: $387.50 
c. 1/2 Total Fee plus $12.50 

 C. Submittal Requirements 
 

a.) Complete pages 1 and 2 and send with a check or money order for the state share of the fee, payable to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Box 4062 
Boston, MA 02211 

 
b.) To the Conservation Commission: Send the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of Intent; a copy of 

this form; and the city/town fee payment. 
 

To MassDEP Regional Office (see Instructions): Send a copy of the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of 
Intent; a copy of this form; and a copy of the state fee payment. (E-filers of Notices of Intent may submit these 
electronically.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 









 
 

 

October 28, 2021 
 
Kellie Doherty 
National Grid 
40 Sylvan Road, E3 
Waltham MA 02451 
 
RE:         Project Location: National Grid K137/L138 Line ROW 

Project Town: Sterling, Leominster, Lancaster, Shirley, Ayer 
Project Description: OPGW Installation Project 
NHESP File No.: 21-40549 

 
Dear Applicant: 
 
Thank you for submitting the MESA Project Review Checklist, site plans and other required materials to 
the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (the 
“Division”) for review pursuant to the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (MGL c.131A) and 
its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00). 
 
Based on a review of the information that was provided and the information that is currently contained 
in our database, the Division has determined that this project, as currently proposed, will not result in a 
prohibited Take of state-listed rare species, provided the Turtle Protection Plan and  impact avoidance 
measures are implemented as proposed.  This determination is a final decision of the Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife pursuant to 321 CMR 10.18.  Any changes to the proposed project or any additional 
work beyond that shown on the site plans may require an additional filing with the Division pursuant to 
the MESA.  This project may be subject to further review if no physical work is commenced within five 
years from the date of issuance of this determination, or if there is a change to the project.  
 
Please note that this determination addresses only the matter of state-listed species and their habitats. 
If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Melany Cheeseman, Endangered Species 
Review Assistant, at (508) 389-6357. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 
cc: Sarah Barnum, BSC Group, Inc. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
BSC Group, Inc. (BSC) is filing this Notice of Intent (NOI) on behalf of the New England 
Power Company (NEP) for maintenance and improvement activities associated with the 
K137/L138 Transmission Line Right-of-Way (ROW) in Ayer, Massachusetts (the Project). The 
purpose of the Project is to refurbish portions of the line and install overhead optical ground wire 
(OPGW), from the Ayer Substation in Ayer, MA, to the Sandy Pond Substation in Ayer, MA, 
and on the L138W 115KV transmission line from the Pratts Junction Substation in Sterling, MA, 
to the Sandy Pond Substation in Ayer, MA. In order to support the upgrades, various 
maintenance and improvement activities will be required, including structure replacements, 
access road widening and improvement, and overhead work at existing structures. Maintenance 
activities are necessary to allow NEP to continue to provide reliable and safe electrical service 
across the region. This NOI is being submitted in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act (M.G.L. Ch.131, S.40) (WPA), implementing regulations (310 CMR 10.00), and 
the Town of Ayer General Bylaws: Wetland Protection Article, and Regulations for 
Administering the town of Ayer Wetland Bylaw (the “Ayer Wetland Bylaw”). 
 
Activities proposed as part of the Project in Ayer include maintenance and improvement 
activities at sixty-two (62) existing structures along the K137/L138 Line, twenty-six (26) of 
which are located within jurisdictional Wetland Resource Areas or Buffer Zones. Work is 
proposed within Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), 100-ft Buffer Zone to BVW, 200-ft 
Riverfront Area (RA), FEMA 100-Year Floodplain/Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 
(BLSF), Land Under Water (LUW), Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), and 
Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP) Priority/Estimated Habitat. Activities 
are also proposed within the locally regulated 50-ft No Disturb Zone and 100-ft Buffer to Vernal 
Pools. Stream crossings (spanning bank) are required for access to and work set up at structures. 
 
The proposed work includes structure replacements, access road widening and improvements, 
general utility maintenance at existing structures, mowing and minor grading at work pads, and 
access road maintenance and improvements. Specifically, the subject of the NOI includes the 
following activities: 
 
Table 1: Activities subject of the NOI 
Activity Structure # Resource Area(s) Impacted 

Replace six (6) direct embed structures with 
Caisson supported structures (with a larger 
structure footprint). 

2 (Tap), 14, 
14B, 8, 3, & 2. 

BVW, 100-ft Buffer Zone, 50-ft No 
Disturb Zone, NHESP Habitat, 
ACEC. 

Permanent access road widening and 
improvements to access three (3) structures. 

18/19 & 7. 100-ft Buffer Zone, 50-ft No Disturb 
Zone, ACEC & NHESP Habitat.  

Temporary access road matting or temporary 
stone to access eight (8) structures within 
NHESP Habitat and jurisdictional resource 
areas. 

2 (Tap), 23 – 
26, 1, 2 & 25 

100-ft Buffer Zone, 50-ft No Disturb 
Zone, ACEC & NHESP Habitat. 

Grading of work pads at two (2) structures. 13 & 7. 100-ft Buffer Zone. 
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Portions of the proposed Project can be considered exempt maintenance, in accordance with 310 
CMR 10.02(2)(a)(2), and the Ayer Wetlands Bylaw (Section 4). This NOI serves as notice to 
the Conservation Commission of the following exempt maintenance activities:  
 
 
Activity Structure # Resource Area(s) Impacted 

General maintenance and improvements 
(overhead work to install OPGW and replace 
sections of conductor) 

All structures BVW, 100-ft Buffer Zone, 200-ft 
RA, 50-ft No Disturb Zone, BLSF, 
NHESP Habitat and ACEC. 

Removal of six (6) existing structures 2 (Tap), 15, 
15B, 8, 3 & 2. 

BVW, 100-ft Buffer Zone, 200-ft 
RA, LUW, 50-ft No Disturb Zone, 
NHESP Habitat and ACEC. 

Replacement of four (4) direct embed structures 
(no change in structure footprint). 

5, 8, 10 & 14A. BVW, 100-ft Buffer Zone, 200-ft 
RA, and 50-ft No Disturb Zone. 

Routine vegetation management (mown work 
envelopes and access) at all structures. Mowing 
is not anticipated in BVW, as temporary 
construction matting will be used.  

All structures BVW, 100-ft Buffer Zone, 200-ft 
RA, 50-ft No Disturb Zone, NHESP 
Habitat and ACEC. 

Use of temporary construction matting within 
BVW (for access and work pads) to thirteen 
(13) structures. 

3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 
14B, 12, 17, 21, 
22, 28, 36 & 38.  

BVW. 

 
Access to structures within or across BVW will be achieved using temporary construction mats. 
Please note that construction mats associated with utility projects are regulated by the 
Comprehensive Water Quality Certification for Utility Maintenance between NEP and the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), which provides permit 
coverage under the 401 Water Quality Certification Program (X272791). As such, and as 
requested by MassDEP, construction mats are not included in the attached WPA Form 3. The 
approximate square footage of temporary impacts from construction matting within BVW is 
however included for reference within the cover letter and narrative. Please refer to Attachment 
B Environmental Resource Mapping for a depiction of the proposed maintenance and 
improvement activities, including the location of construction matting within BVW. 
 
In total, the Project will result in approximately 116 square feet (sf) of impacts within BVW, 
associated with the enlarged footprint of two (2) caisson supported structures. However, three 
(3) existing structures within BVW/LUW are being permanently removed, each with a current 
footprint of 5.5 sf. Wetland replication is proposed at the 2:1 ration required by the Ayer 
Wetlands Bylaw, as described in Section 7 of this narrative. 
 
In addition to impacts to BVW, Project activities will result in a total of 15,343 sf of permanent 
impacts within Buffer Zone (of which portions fall within the 50-ft No Build Zone). Permanent 
impacts are associated with access road improvements and structure replacements involving 
larger caisson foundations. All work is proposed within the existing disturbed ROW, and no new 
ROW will be required for this Project. Overall, the proposed activities are necessary to maintain 
reliable electric service, extend asset life, and adapt existing circuits to provide high speed 
communications between substations. Due to the nature and purpose of the proposed activities, 
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there are no practicable alternatives to the Project. Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be 
used to minimize impacts to resource areas, and all disturbed areas will be restored to pre-
existing conditions to the extent practicable. 
 
Due to the configuration of the existing transmission line infrastructure, it is not feasible to avoid 
all work within BVW, RA, LUW, Buffer Zones, and the 50-ft No Disturb Zone. Therefore, as 
part of this NOI, NEP is requesting a waiver from the Commission for work within the 50-foot 
No Disturb Zone, in accordance with the Regulations for Administering the town of Ayer 
Wetland Bylaw (Section 3 Waivers). Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be used to 
minimize impacts to resource areas, and all disturbed areas will be restored to pre-existing 
conditions to the extent practicable.  
 
This Project qualifies as a Limited Project in accordance with the WPA regulations (310 CMR 
10.53(3)(d)) which allows for the “construction, reconstruction, operation and maintenance of… 
overhead public utilities…” provided there are no alternatives, best available measures are used 
to minimize adverse effects during construction, and that vegetation and existing grades are 
substantially restored. Best Management Practices (BMPs), including sediment and erosion 
controls, will be implemented during construction, further minimizing the likelihood of adverse 
impacts to resource areas. NEP has performed an analysis of all possible alternatives, and the 
Project has been designed to avoid and minimize the potential for adverse impacts to wetland 
resource areas to the greatest extent practicable. Therefore, NEP is requesting the Ayer 
Conservation Commission issue an Order of Conditions to allow the proposed Project activities 
to proceed as described herein.  
  
2 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
Project activities are proposed at twenty-six (26) structures within jurisdictional wetland 
resource areas along the K137/L138 Line ROW in Ayer. The Project occurs entirely within an 
existing, actively maintained utility ROW, with work proposed between the Nashua River and 
the Sandy Pond Substation in Ayer.  
 
Vegetation within the ROW is regularly maintained for compatibility with the facilities. Much of 
the upland areas and wetlands within the ROW consist of scrub-shrub/herbaceous communities. 
Dominant land uses adjacent to the ROW primarily include forested land and suburban 
residential development. 
 
2.1 Resource Area Summary  
 
BSC conducted both a desktop analysis (using MassGIS datalayers and publicly available data) 
and field investigations of the proposed Project area to assess permitting requirements pursuant 
to the WPA. Wetlands were delineated in August 2019, in accordance with the Regional 
Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast 
Region, ed. J.S. Wakely, R.W. Lichvar, and C. C. Noble. ERDC/EL TR-12-1. Vicksburg, MS: 
U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center (Version 2.0) and methodology 
described in the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s (MassDEP) 
Handbook on Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (Published in March 1995). A 
description of each wetland where permanent impacts are proposed is provided in the following 
sections.  
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Existing conditions, wetland resource areas, and buffer zones in relation to the proposed 
activities are shown on the Environmental Resources Map in Attachment B. Wetland 
Delineation Forms and Representative Photographs are provided in Attachment C.   
 
2.1.1 Bordering Vegetated Wetlands 
 
Project activities resulting in permanent impacts to BVW are proposed within two (2) wetlands. 
A description of the affected wetlands where work is proposed is provided below: 
 
AY-W17: Predominantly scrub/shrub wetland with pockets of lower-growing, emergent 
vegetation. Dominant species include glossy false buckthorn (Frangula alnus), smooth 
arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), white meadowsweet 
(Spiraea alba), jewelweed (Impatiens capensis), and cattail (Typha latifolia).  
 
AY-W24: Mixed scrub/shrub and emergent wetland, associated with the impounded James 
Brook. Dominant species include a margin of red maple (Acer rubrum) and white pine (Pinus 
strobus), surrounding an emergent area of soft rush (Juncus effsusus), goldenrods (Solidago sp.), 
jewelweed (Impatiens capensis), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), and wild carrot (Daucus 
carota). 
 
2.1.2 Riverfront Area 
 
Project activities proposed within the 200-foot RA include in-kind structure replacements and 
overhead maintenance activities at existing structures. In total, this will result in 0 sf permanent 
impacts within RA. RA is associated with the Nashua River and James Brook. The Nashua River 
crosses the K137/L138 ROW between Shirley and Ayer and is approximately 115-ft wide where 
it crosses the ROW. James Brook crosses the ROW at two locations; first, between structures 29 
– 28 (where the brook is approximately 10 – 20-ft wide within the ROW), and then again by the 
Nashua Valley Rail Trail and structures 2 – 3 (where the brook is impounded by a beaver dam, 
with an approximate width of open water of 450-ft). The area of open water extends beyond the 
limit of bank and 200-ft RA. 
 
In Ayer, RA extends 200-feet from the limits of the Inland Bank. RA within the Project limits 
consists of previously disturbed areas within the existing ROW, including managed vegetation 
and historically utilized access routes.  
 
2.1.3 Buffer Zones 
 
Activities are proposed within the 100-ft Buffer Zone, as well as the locally regulated 50-ft No 
Disturbance Zone. Due to the nature of the Project and location of existing utility infrastructure, 
it is not possible to completely avoid work within the 50-ft No Disturbance Zone. All Buffer 
Zone areas where work is proposed are within the existing, managed transmission line ROW, 
and historically have been regularly disturbed during maintenance activities. Vegetation within 
these Buffer Zones is consistent with active ROW management, dominated by low-growing 
herbaceous vegetation and grasses with areas of scrub/shrub. In total, 15,343 sf of permanent 
impacts are proposed within the 100-ft Buffer Zone, including 7,925 sf within the overlapping 
50-ft No Build Zone.  
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2.1.4 Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) 
 
As defined in the WPA regulations, BLSF is an area with low, flat topography adjacent to and 
inundated by flood waters rising from creeks, rivers, streams, ponds or lakes. It extends from the 
banks of these waterways and water bodies; where a bordering vegetated wetland occurs, it 
extends from said wetland. Portions of the proposed activities will occur within BLSF associated 
with the Nashua River and James Brook. According to the applicable Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRM) for these areas, (Map No. 25017C0203E, Effective June 04, 2010, and Map No. 
25017C0204E, Effective June 04, 2010), Project activities are proposed within Zone AE with 
Base Flood Elevation (BFE) ~213-ft, and within Zone A without BFE. Activities proposed 
within BLSF are limited to overhead maintenance at existing structures, and temporary access 
road improvements (with matting or temporary stone). No permanent impacts are proposed 
within BLSF.  
 
2.1.5 Land Under Water (LUW) 
 
Project activities proposed within LUW are limited to exempt maintenance activities, including 
the placement of temporary construction matting for access and a work pad to remove structure 
3. No other impacts to LUW are proposed as part of the Project. 
 
2.1.6 Vernal Pools 
 
In addition to the definition of the WPA, the Ayer Wetlands Bylaw defines Vernal Pools (VPs) 
as “any confined basin or depression not occurring in existing lawns, gardens, landscaped areas 
or driveways which, at least in most years, holds water for a minimum of two continuous months 
during the spring and/or summer, contains at least 200 cubic feet of water at some time during 
most years, is free of adult predatory fish populations, and provides essential breeding and 
rearing habitat functions for amphibian, reptile or other vernal pool community species, 
regardless of whether the site has been certified by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife”. In addition, the Ayer Wetlands bylaw protects the adjacent upland resource area 
within 100-ft of the mean annual high-water line of a VP. 
 
Three (3) VPs are located within the K137/L138 ROW in Ayer; AY-VP1 is located south of 
Groton-Shirley Rd., between structures 36 – 35. AY-VP2 and AY-VP3 are located either side of 
the existing access road between structures 11 – 12 on the K137 Line, north of Mountain View 
Ave. Activities proposed within 100-ft of these VPs are limited to access along the existing 
access road. No permanent or new impacts are proposed within 100-ft of the VPs. 
 
2.1.7 Other Resource Areas 
 
Portions of the Project are located within areas of NHESP Priority and Estimated Habitat. The 
majority of the Project work will be performed per the conditions and Best Management 
Practices as established in the Operation and Maintenance Plan (O&M Plan) which National 
Grid and the NHESP have agreed to. However, for certain Project activities in Priority and 
Estimated Habitat, NEP has coordinated with NHESP to develop Project-specific avoidance and 
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protection measures. Portions of the Project within NHESP Habitat are shown on the 
Environmental Resources Map in Attachment B. In total, Project activities are proposed at 
thirty-six (36) structures located within NHESP Priority and Estimated Habitat. 
 
Portions of the Project are also located within the Petapawag and Squannassit ACECs. No other 
resource areas were identified within or near the Project area, including Outstanding Resource 
Waters (ORW), Zone II Wellhead Protection Areas, or Certified Vernal Pools. 
 
3 PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 
 
3.1 Project Need 
 
The main objective of this project is to replace the existing 3/8” EHS steel shield wire with 
OPGW, to provide high speed communications between Substations. The scope of work also 
includes improving asset conditions by replacing wood structures with woodpecker damage or 
other deteriorated conditions, since these poles would be at risk from the installation of the 
OPGW. Wood pole structures will be replaced with direct-embed light duty (LD) steel pole 
structures, and deadend structures will be replaced with engineered steel poles on concrete 
caisson foundations.  
 
3.2 Proposed Project Activities 
 
Project activities are expected to commence in Summer 2022, pending the receipt of all 
necessary permits and approvals. The anticipated construction sequence will occur as follows: 
 

• Reflagging of wetlands by a qualified wetland scientist; 
• Installation of soil erosion and sediment controls; 
• Vegetation management; 
• Installation of construction mats for access and work pads; 
• Access road and work pad maintenance and improvements; 
• Replacement of structures; 
• Installation of OPGW; 
• Completion of construction activities at structures; 
• Removal of construction matting and erosion/sediment controls; 
• Restoration of the ROW. 

 
The following activities are proposed to address the Project need and to extend asset life: 
 

• Structure Replacements: 
o Replacement of four (4) wood structures with direct embed steel structures, 

within jurisdictional resource areas (exempt maintenance activity); 
o Replacement of six (6) wood structures with self-supporting steel monopole 

structures, with concrete caisson foundations, all within jurisdictional resource 
areas subject to the Commission’s review.  

• Access Road Improvements: 
o Mowing to form a work envelope at all work locations within the ROW (exempt 

maintenance activity); 
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o Temporary placement of construction mats for access and work within wetlands 
(exempt maintenance activity); 

o Widening and improvement of pre-existing access roads as necessary to safely 
access structures (activity subject to the Commission’s review); 

o Repair and filling of ruts in existing access roads, with no road widening 
required (exempt maintenance activity). 

• Overhead Maintenance: 
o Replacement of existing shield wire with OPGW to provide high speed 

communications between substations and replacement of a section of conductor 
(exempt maintenance activity). 
 

Permanent impacts are associated with the enlarged footprint of replacement Caisson structures 
and widening and improvements to existing access roads. The locations of temporary and 
permanent activities within wetland resource areas are shown on the Environmental Resources 
Map provided in Attachment B. Permanent and Temporary Project Impacts are summarized in 
Table 3-1, below. 
 
Table 3-1: Summary of Project Impacts  

Wetland Resource Area 

Impacts (SF) 

Permanent 
Temporary 

Access Road Poles 

BVW  0 116 94,101 

BLSF* 20 0 4,872 

RA (0-100 ft from Bank) 
 0 0 17,869 

RA (100-200 ft from Bank) 
 0 0 1,666 

100-ft Buffer Zone* 15,343 5,842 

50-ft No Disturbance Zone* 7,925 3,438 

* Note that the 100-ft Buffer Zone and 50-ft No Disturb Zone overlap. 
*Access road improvements in BLSF include mowing, minor grading along the edges and refreshment of 
stone along exiting access roads. No volumetric fill is anticipated to be necessary for these activities. 
However, should more substantial repairs be required, NEP will excavate as needed in order to not create 
a substantial change in fill. 
 
A discussion of the Project’s conformance with the performance standards established by the 
WPA, and Ayer Wetlands Bylaw and Regulations, is provided in Sections 5.0 and 6.0, 
respectively. 
 
3.2.1 Install BMPs and ROW Mowing 
 
Prior to initiating construction, the boundaries of wetlands will be clearly marked to prohibit 
unauthorized vehicular encroachment into wetland areas. To facilitate access within wetland 
areas, vegetation will be removed. Most vegetation required to be cleared will be mowed, and 
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young trees/shrubs will be cut at the base with the stumps retained. Any heavy accumulation of 
woody material will be removed from wetlands. If possible, small trees/saplings will simply be 
pushed over with the matting and the root ball left in place. All equipment will be staged on 
construction mats when working in wetlands, and no grubbing will be conducted grubbing in 
association with the clearing of vegetation. 
 
Following the ROW vegetation mowing activities, proper erosion control devices, such as straw 
bales and siltation fencing, will be installed around work areas.  
 
3.2.2 Wetland Replication 
 
Prior to construction activities within wetlands (resulting in the loss of 116 sf BVW), wetland 
replication areas will be constructed to provide a minimum 2:1 ratio of wetland replacement. 
Please refer to Section 7 of this narrative, and the plans in Attachment B, for wetland 
replication details including location, plantings, and soil information. 
 
3.2.3 Access Road Re-establishment and Improvements 
 
Access roads along the ROW allow NEP and contractor personnel to construct, inspect, and 
maintain the existing and proposed transmission line facilities. After careful planning and field 
investigations, NEP has determined that existing and previously used access routes can be 
utilized to complete the majority of the proposed activities.  
 
In some cases, existing access roads will require maintenance or upgrades, including widening to 
a safe 16-foot travel surface, to support the proposed construction activities. For example, gravel 
may be added to provide a stable and level surface for construction vehicles. It also may be 
necessary to reestablish roads that were used for the installation and maintenance of the existing 
lines, but which have become overgrown. To be conservative it is assumed that access roads will 
be maintained after they are improved or reestablished for the project (except in BVW and 
portions of NHESP Habitat). Temporary matted or stone access road will be installed within 
portions of sensitive NHESP Habitat. These temporary sections of access road will be removed 
once construction activities are complete.  
 
3.2.4 Structure Replacements 
 
The existing K137/L138 Line primarily consists of direct embed structures. In several locations 
(where deadend structures are required or ground conditions necessitate a stronger structure 
foundation), existing structures will be replaced with steel structures supported by concrete 
caisson foundations and installed using the “Self-Supporting” construction method. All other 
structures will be replaced in-kind with steel direct embed structures, using the “Direct Embed” 
construction method. While the like-for-like replacement of wood pole for steel pole direct 
embed structures can be considered a routine maintenance activity, the replacement of existing 
direct embed structures with caisson supported structures will result in an increase in structure 
footprint and is therefore not considered an exempt utility maintenance activity under the WPA.  
 
3.2.5 Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) Installation and Replacement of Overhead 

Conductor 
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Following structure upgrades, the OPGW and conductor will be replaced using “Tension 
Stringing Methods” in accordance with Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
(“IEEE”) 524 and National Grid Transmission Specifications Document # SP.06.01.301. No 
ground disturbance is associated with overhead work, however, in order to install OPGW along 
the full length of the lines, access to every structure will be required, which will require the use 
of temporary construction matting in some locations.  
 
4 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS 
 
A No-Action Alternative would not meet the requirements identified by Independent System 
Operator (ISO) compliance standards.  
 
Under the proposed alternative (the Project) NEP will complete of the proposed activities along 
the K137/L138 Line to address all known inadequacies at this time, with the appropriate access 
and infrastructure. Throughout design and permitting NEP has made extensive efforts to 
comprehensively assess constructability and avoid impacts, wherever feasible. Where impacts 
cannot be avoided, appropriate BMPs will be implemented. These efforts are referenced 
throughout this document, particularly in Section 7 and in Attachment E. 
 
5 CONFORMANCE WITH PERFORMANCE STANDARDS OF 

THE WPA 
 
5.1 Limited Project Status 
 
The Project meets the criteria to be considered a Limited Project, as outlined in 310 CMR 
10.53(3)(d) which allows for the construction, reconstruction, operation and maintenance of 
overhead public utilities that may, under certain circumstances, be permitted without meeting the 
performance standards of the WPA. Nevertheless, in accordance with general condition 310 
CMR 10.53(3)(d)2, the proposed project will implement BMPs to ensure the adjacent resource 
areas are adequately protected, and impacts to the surrounding area are reduced, minimized, and 
restored to the maximum extent practicable. Project-specific BMPs are further discussed in 
Section 7.0. 
 
5.2 Bordering Vegetated Wetland 
 
[310 CMR 10.55(4)(a)] – Where the presumption set forth in 310 CMR 10.55(3) is not 
overcome, any proposed work in a BVW shall not destroy or otherwise impair any portion of 
said area. 
 

The majority of wetland impacts proposed as part of the Project are temporary in nature, 
associated with the use of temporary construction matting. Wetlands temporarily 
impacted by the use of construction mats for access will be restored to pre-existing 
conditions upon completion of the Project.  
 
Permanent impacts to BVW in Ayer are minimal and include 116 sf of fill associated 
with structure replacements. However, the Project also proposes to remove three (3) 
existing structures within BVW, each with an approximate current footprint of 5.5 sf 
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(restoring 16.5 sf of BVW in total). Permanent impacts to BVW are localized to 
previously disturbed areas where existing structures are situated. Wetland replacement 
will be provided in excess of the required 2:1 ratio outlined by the Ayer Wetlands 
Bylaw. Therefore, no net loss of BVW is proposed by the Project. 

 
[310 CMR 10.55(4)(b)] – Notwithstanding the provisions of 310 CMR 10.55(4)(a), the issuing 
authority may issue an Order of Conditions permitting work which results in the loss of up to 
5,000 square feet of BVW when said area is replaced (in accordance with 310 CMR 
10.55(4)(b)). 
 

As stated above, the proposed work in Ayer will result in approximately 116 sf loss of 
BVW. However, the Project also proposes to provide wetland replication in excess of 
the required 2:1 ratio, thus resulting in no net loss of BVW.  

 
[310 CMR 10.55(4)(c)] – Notwithstanding the provisions of 310 CMR 10.55(4)(a), the issuing 
authority may issue an Order of Conditions permitting work which results in the loss of a 
portion of BVW when said portion has a surface area less than 500 square feet; said portion 
extends in a distinct linear configuration (“finger like”) into adjacent uplands; and in the 
judgment of the issuing authority it is not reasonable to scale down, redesign or otherwise 
change the proposed work so that it could be completed without loss of said wetland. 
 

Not applicable.  
 
[310 CMR 10.55(4)(d)] – Notwithstanding the provisions of 310 CMR 10.55(4)(a), (b) or (c), no 
project may be permitted which will have any adverse effect on specified habitat sites of rare 
vertebrate or invertebrate species, as identified by procedures established under 310 CMR 
10.59. 
 

Portions of the Project are located within areas of NHESP Priority and Estimated 
Habitat. A majority of the Project work will be performed per the conditions and Best 
Management Practices as established in the Operation and Maintenance Plan (O&M 
Plan) which National Grid and the NHESP have agreed to. However, for certain Project 
activities in Priority and Estimated Habitat, NEP has coordinated with NHESP to devise 
suitable project alternatives which will avoid a “take” of rare species.  
 

310 CMR 10.55(4)(e)] – Any proposed work shall not destroy or otherwise impair any portion of 
BVW that is within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern designated by the Secretary of 
Environmental Affairs under M.G.L. c.21A, s.2(7) and 301 CMR 12.00. 
 

While portions of the Project are located within ACEC, no Project activities resulting in 
permanent impacts to BVW (structure replacements with larger caisson foundations), 
are located within ACEC. Project activities within ACEC are limited to exempt 
maintenance of existing structures, in-kind structure replacements, access road widening 
and improvements (outside of BVW), and temporary matting in BVW for access and 
work pads.  
 

5.3 200-foot Riverfront Area 
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Activities within 200-foot Riverfront Area include overhead maintenance and the use of 
temporary construction matting for access. Both of these activities are considered exempt under 
310 CMR 10.02(2)(a)(2) of the WPA.  
 
[310 CMR 10.58(4)(a)] – Protection of Other Resource Areas. The work shall meet the 
performance standards for all other resource areas within the riverfront area…  When work in 
the riverfront area is also within the buffer zone to another resource area, the performance 
standards for the riverfront area shall contribute to the protection of the interests of M.G.L. c. 
131 § 40 in lieu of any additional requirements that might otherwise be imposed on work in the 
buffer zone within the riverfront area. 
 

The Project has been designed to conform to the performance standards of other 
resource areas as described in this Notice of Intent. 

 
[310 CMR 10.58(4)(b)] – Protection of Rare Species. No project may be permitted within the 
riverfront area which will have any adverse effect on specified habitat site of rare wildlife or 
upland, vertebrate or invertebrate species, as identified in the procedures established under 310 
CMR 10.59 or 10.37, or which will have any adverse effect on vernal pool habitat certified prior 
to the filing of the Notice of Intent. 
 

Not Applicable; while portions of RA are located within NHESP Habitat, activities 
within these areas are limited to overhead maintenance of existing structures and access 
along existing roads. No permanent impacts are proposed within RA. 

 
[310 CMR 10.58(4)(c)] – Practicable and Substantially Equivalent Economic Alternatives. 
There must be no practicable and substantially equivalent economic alternative to the proposed 
project with less adverse effects on the interests identified in M.G.L. c. 131 § 40. 
 

Section 4.0 summarizes the alternatives analysis conducted for this Project. Work 
within RA has been limited as much as possible and is proposed within the managed 
portion of the existing ROW. There are no practicable and substantially equivalent 
economic alternatives to the Project with less adverse effects on the interests identified 
in the Act. 
 

[310 CMR 10.58(4)(d)] – No Significant Adverse Impact. The work, including proposed 
mitigation measures, must have no significant adverse impact on the riverfront area to protect 
the interests identified in M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. 

 
The Project is proposed within a working ROW that is cleared and maintained in 
accordance with an approved Vegetation Management Plan and local, state, and federal 
law and regulation. Maintenance of existing transmission line ROWs occurs on a 
routine basis as necessary, also in compliance with local, state, and federal law and 
regulation. No permanent impacts to the RA are proposed as part of this Project, and 
areas effected by temporary impacts will be revegetated with native grass and 
herbaceous species. NEP recognizes that maintaining/reestablishing the natural 
vegetation within the RA is critical to protecting water supplies, providing flood 
control, preventing pollution and protecting wildlife and fisheries habitat. 
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Temporary impacts where unavoidable for installation of linear site-related utilities are 
allowed within the RA, provided the area is restored to its natural conditions (310 CMR 
10.58 (4) (d) 1.a.). Drainage patterns and vegetative cover will generally be retained or 
re-established within RA following construction. 
 
To offset construction impacts, protective measures and best management practices 
will be in place to avoid and minimize impacts. Consequently, the Project will not 
result in a significant adverse impact or impairment or reduce the capacity of the RA to 
provide important wildlife habitat functions.   

 
[310 CMR 10.58(5)] – Redevelopment Within Previously Developed Riverfront Areas 
 

Although all work will occur within an existing ROW that is actively managed, and 
previously existing access roads will be re-established and improved, NEP is not filing 
this NOI under the redevelopment provisions at MA WPA regulations 310 CMR 
10.58(5). Access roads will not be located any closer to the river than existing or 
historical routes. 

 
6 CONFORMANCE WITH THE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

OF THE AYER WETLAND PROTECTION REGULATIONS 
 
Due to the nature and purpose of the proposed activities, there are no practicable alternatives to 
the Project. However, no significant adverse impacts to wetland resource areas or values 
protected by the Ayer Bylaw are anticipated. The project will result in 116 sf permanent impacts 
to wetlands, associated with the enlarged footprint of two (2) replacement structures. No new 
impacts outside of previously disturbed areas are proposed. BMPs will be implemented to 
protect resource areas, and following the completion of work, the areas will be restored to pre-
construction conditions to the extent practicable (see Section 7.0 of this narrative). 
 
The proposed activities meet the performance standards of the Ayer Bylaw to the extent 
practicable. Requests for waivers in the Ayer Wetland Bylaw are described below.  
 
Per Regulations for Administering the Town of Ayer Wetlands Bylaws; Section 3, NEP requests 
a waiver for activities within the 50-foot No Disturbance zone. Due to the locations of existing 
transmission line structures, there are no practicable alternatives that would avoid structure 
replacements within and access through the 50-ft No Disturbance Zone. Construction mats or the 
use LPG equipment will be required for access through BVW and the 50-ft No Disturbance 
Zone, minimizing temporary impacts to the area. Construction mats are a BMP approved by 
MassDEP and used by NEP to protect the wetland substrate, root systems/seed banks, and 
existing vegetation. Construction mats will be placed on top of existing vegetation and will be 
removed upon completion of work. 
 
7 PROPOSED MITIGATION TECHNIQUES 
 
NEP has established procedures that are to be followed by all employees and its contractors for 
accessing sites and performing construction activities on transmission line ROWs. These 
procedures ensure that NEP’s projects are completed in accordance with all applicable 
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environmental laws and regulations as well as with NEP policies and compliance objectives.  
NEP has an Environmental Department with full-time staff responsible to ensure company 
procedures are implemented in the field. The following sections provide a summary of BMPs 
that will be implemented for this Project. See Attachment E for an excerpt of National Grid’s 
Environmental Guidance Document, Access, Maintenance and Construction Best Management 
Practices. 
 
7.1 Avoidance, Minimization and Mitigation 
 
The Project has undertaken extensive measures to avoid and minimize impacts to wetland 
resource areas. Where impacts are unavoidable, mitigation is proposed. 
 
An extensive alternatives analysis was conducted for the Project, both in Ayer and along the 
entire Project ROW. Once the complete list of needs at each structure was identified, NEP and 
their consultants reviewed the structure locations and subsequently proposed shifts or 
reconfigurations to some of the work pads to avoid wetland resource areas. Wherever feasible, 
and in accordance with engineering and safety requirements, these shifts were made to avoid or 
reduce resource area impacts. The use of existing upland access roads will avoid the need for 
new land disturbance to access structures. Although resource area impacts could not be avoided 
in all cases, several design alternatives were implemented to reduce impacts to the extent 
practicable. In many locations, the footprint of the proposed work reflects the maximum amount 
of space needed to create the work area. Thus, in some locations, the actual impact area will be 
much less than what is depicted. 
 
The next key evaluation criterion of the alternatives analyses was to minimize adverse impacts 
to environmental resources where impacts could not be avoided. The Project provides the best 
solution for maintaining and improving existing transmission line assets while avoiding and/or 
minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Due to the existing configuration of transmission 
line infrastructure, for the majority of impacts, there is little alternative to the location or scope 
of the proposed activities. In sum, there is no practicable alternative to the Project that would 
have less adverse impacts on the aquatic environment. 
 
7.2 Wetland Replication 
 
In total, the Project will result in approximately 116 square feet (sf) of impacts within BVW, 
associated with the enlarged footprint of two caisson supported structures. However, three (3) 
existing structures within BVW are being permanently removed, each with a current footprint of 
approximately 5.5 sf (restoring 16.5 sf of BVW in total). In particular, the removal of existing 
structure 3 (located within LUW, in the beaver-impounded portion of James Brook), and 
relocation of this structure to the western edge of wetland AY-W24, will provide a long-term 
benefit to the wetland, significantly reducing disturbance to LUW and the open water portions of 
the wetland during future maintenance activities.  
 
To provide mitigation for the loss of BVW, 232 sf of wetland replication is proposed to 
connect to the existing wetland AY-W24. Wetland replication will be constructed in 
accordance with the following measures: 
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• Construction of the wetland replication area will be conducted under the supervision and 
guidance of a qualified wetland scientist. 

• The wetland replication area will be excavated and backfilled to similar grades to that of 
the adjacent wetland, as necessary for hydrologic connectivity to the adjacent wetland. 

• The newly excavated area will be filled with approximately 12-inches of B horizon soil 
(loam borrow re-handled and spread, reusing existing B horizon soils where possible). 
This will be topped with approximately 12-inches of wetland A horizon soil mixed with 
high organic weed free compost. A 3-inch layer of weed-free compost will be spread on 
top of the replication area. Field changes may occur under the guidance of a Professional 
Wetland Scientist. 

• At least 4 native wetland shrubs (as available) will be planted within the mitigation area. 
Species suggested in the replication plan (Attachment B) may be adjusted based on 
available nursery stock. 

• Following the establishment of final grades and shrub plantings, herbaceous plant plugs 
will be planted, and a wetland conservation seed mix will be applied. Upland 
conservation seed mix will be applied to adjacent graded uplands. Any exposed soils 
will be stabilized with straw mulch, or similar measure. 

• Excess soil will be spread within the ROW in uplands outside of 100-foot Buffer Zone 
to BVW. 

 
The replication area will be monitored for two (2) full growing seasons or until the following 
criteria have been met: 
 

• 75% revegetation with native species. 
• Any invasive species found during regular monitoring will be removed by hand and the 

vegetative plant material removed from the site.  
 
Monitoring reports will be developed and submitted to the Conservation Commission after each 
growing season that will include percent cover of plant species (identifying native and invasive 
species), photographs, and a summary of recommendations if any criteria have not been met. 
Should criteria not be met by the end of the second growing season, a contingency plan will be 
developed with guidance from the Conservation Commission and a new timeline will be 
established. 
 
7.2.1 Sediment and Erosion Controls 
 
Erosion and sediment control measures will be installed prior to the commencement of work.  
These controls will function to mitigate work-related erosion and sedimentation, and to serve as 
a physical boundary to delineate work areas to contain construction activities within approved 
locations.  

Erosion and sediment controls will be inspected on a regular basis and maintained in working 
order until all disturbed areas are stabilized.  Please refer to Attachment E for erosion and 
sediment control details. The locations of proposed sediment controls are depicted on the 
Environmental Constraints Map in Attachment B. 
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7.2.2 Construction Access 
 
Existing and historically utilized access routes are present within the ROW, and these will be 
used to the greatest extent practicable, as shown on the Environmental Resources Map in 
Attachment B. Temporary construction mats will be used to provide for a work platform and 
access within BVW. Construction mats are a typical BMP used by NEP to protect the wetland 
substrate from impacts and to protect the root systems/seed bank of existing vegetation. 
Construction mats will be placed on top of existing vegetation and will be removed upon 
completion of work.  If necessary, the wetland area will be restored through seeding and 
stabilization.    
 
7.2.3 Vehicle and Equipment Refueling and Maintenance 
 
To prevent impacts from hazardous materials, if refueling and maintenance in the field are 
necessary, vehicles and equipment will be brought to an access area greater than 100 feet away 
from sensitive environmental features and all reasonable environmental precautions will be 
taken. A paved area, such as a parking lot or roadway, is preferred to minimize the possibility of 
spill or release to the environment. Refueling precautions will include frequent checks for fuel 
spills, drips or seeps during the refueling operation. Vehicles are also equipped with spill kits to 
provide immediate response action, if needed. If it is not feasible to move equipment to a 
suitable area, special precautions will be employed to prevent oil or hazardous material release 
to the environment. These precautions include, but are not limited to, deployment of portable 
basins or similar secondary containment devices, use of ground covers such as plastic tarpaulins, 
and precautionary placement of floating booms on nearby surface water bodies. 
 
7.2.4 Mowing and Invasive Species Management 
 
Prior to the commencement of work, vegetation within the ROW will be mowed to provide 
access for construction vehicles and personnel. During field investigations, it was noted that 
invasive plant species are currently present within the ROW. In order to prevent the spread of 
invasive species, mowed vegetation will be left on-site in its existing location to the extent 
practicable rather than removed where the seeds may be prone to spread. For safety purposes, 
any large woody debris will be chipped and removed from the site for disposal.  
 
7.2.5 Materials Stockpiling 
 
Excavated material will be stockpiled near work area and used as backfill where possible. 
Materials will be stored in upland areas to the extent feasible. Soils will be stored on geotextile 
fabric and surrounded with sediment controls to prevent any sediment migration or inadvertent 
discharge into resource areas. Should materials need to be stored for an extended period of time 
stockpiles will be covered with tarps. Excavated materials will not be stored on construction 
matting. Following the backfilling operation, any remaining excavation spoils will be spread 
over upland areas or removed from the site. 
 
7.2.6 Dewatering 
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Where dewatering is necessary for structure replacements or caisson installation, discharge 
water will be pumped through a filter bag located in an upland area, surrounded with additional 
sediment filtration such as fiber rolls, bales, or other appropriate containment as necessary. 
Water will be discharged to an upland area and allowed to infiltrate. Under no circumstances 
will untreated water be pumped directly to a wetland. Dewatering will be conducted at a rate so 
that the discharge water does not cause scouring or erosion to upland areas, and any dewatering 
will be monitored at all times by the contractor performing the work. 
 
7.2.7 Concrete Washout 
 
Where concrete is being used, designated concrete washout areas will be provided in upland 
areas. Concrete washout water will not be deposited or discharged directly on the ground, in 
wetlands or waterbodies, or in catch basins. Concrete washouts will be located as far away from 
the resource areas as possible (exact location to be determined during construction). Following 
the completion of concrete pouring operations, the washouts will be disposed of off-site. 
 
7.2.8 Restoration of Disturbed Areas 
 
Disturbed areas will be returned to pre-construction elevations and conditions to the extent 
practicable. In areas of vegetated ground, disturbed areas will be seeded with an appropriate 
conservation seed mixture and/or mulched and allowed to re-vegetate. Seed mix specifications 
for wetland and upland areas are provided in Attachment E.  
 
Temporary soil erosion and sediment control devices will be removed following stabilization of 
disturbed areas. Temporary construction mats will be removed from wetlands. In addition, 
construction debris and non-biodegradable controls will be removed from the site following 
construction and site stabilization. 
 
8 CONCLUSION 
 
Although portions of the Project will occur within wetland resource areas, the proposed Project 
will: 
 

• Minimize disturbance by utilizing an existing disturbed ROW to the greatest extent 
practicable; 

• Maximize use of upland access roads to the greatest extent practicable; 
• Utilize appropriate BMPs to protect wetland resource areas from sedimentation and soil 

disturbance during Project activities;  
• Qualify as a Limited Project under the WPA provisions for public utilities [310 CMR 

10.53(3)(d)]. 
 
Therefore, NEP respectfully requests the Ayer Conservation Commission find the proposed 
project adequately protective of the public interests of the WPA and Ayer Bylaw, and issue an 
Order of Conditions for the proposed Project as currently designed, and a waiver for work within 
the 50-ft No-Disturbance Zone. 
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!. Existing Structure

!. Overhead Work

!. Replace Structure

!. Install Structure with Caisson

!. Remove Structure

Preferred Access Road

Alternate Access Road

Widen & Refresh Access with Stone

Access in NHESP Habitat with TOY Restrictions

Off-ROW Access Road  (Improvements Require Environmental
& Real Estate Review)

Sediment Controls

Construction Mats

Work Envelope*

Grade Work Envelope*

Pull Pad

Field Delineated Intermittent Stream

Field Delineated Perennial Stream/Bank

Estimated Perennial Stream/Bank

Field Delineated Stream Area*

Field Delineated Wetland Flag

Field Delineated Wetland Lines

Field Delineated Wetlands*

Field Delineated Vernal Pool*

MADEP Hydrologic Connections

MADEP Wetlands*

MADEP Open Water*

50 ft No Disturb Zone

100ft Buffer to Wetlands & Streams

200ft Riverfront Area

FEMA 100yr Floodplain*

NHESP Restricted Data

NHESP Priority & Estimated Habitats

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern

Town Boundary

kj Potential Vernal Pools

6 Fence Line

!(!!(!!(!!(! Stone Wall

!! Bike Trail

Edge of ROW

National Grid Property

Overhead Lines

!? Culvert

J£ Access Gate

"?B Catch Basin

Railroad

Parcel Boundary

Mapping reflects 
the worklist from 

10/5/2021
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K137/L138 SANDY POND TO PRATT JCT & AYER TAP
TRANSMISSION LINE OPGW INSTALLATION

 CIVIL ENGINEERING, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYING,
 PLANNING, GIS, AND ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES1"=20'

File:
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K137/L138 SANDY POND TO PRATT JCT & AYER TAP
TRANSMISSION LINE OPGW INSTALLATION

 CIVIL ENGINEERING, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYING,
 PLANNING, GIS, AND ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES1"=20'

File:

33 Waldo St. Worcester, MA 01608
617-896-4300SHEET 2 OF 312/7/2021ATTLEBORO, MA

WETLAND REPLICATION PLANTING PLAN

HUMMOCK/ WETLAND PLUG PLANTING 

WETLAND SOIL

'B HORIZON' LOAM

FINISHED GRADE

24" MIN.

16"

FOR GROUND COVER SPACING SEE
PLANTING SCHEDULE

NOTES:
PLANT TUSSOCK PLUGS IN GROUPS OF 2 PER HOLE ARRANGED IN A 18"
DIAMETER CIRCLE OF 5
VERIFY 12 INCH MIN. B HORIZON PER TEST PITS AMEND AS NEEDED

EDGE OF PLANTED AREA

HYDRO-MULCH AND SEED

12"

SUB GRADE

 SUBGRADE

ROOT BALL SHALL BE PLACED
DIRECTLY ON SUBGRADE

(WETLAND SOIL) AMENDED
LOAM BACKFILL 12" MIN
THROUGH OUT SHRUB BED OR
3X ROOTBALL WIDTH

ADJACENT MATERIALS VARY SEE
PLANS

CONTAINER GROWN, REMOVE
CONTAINER AND LOOSEN ROOTS
AT OUTER 1/2" EDGE OF ROOT
BALL

REMOVE EXTRA SOIL FROM BASE
OF STEMS AND TOP OF
ROOTBALL

2"-3" HIGH WATERING SAUCER

 MULCH -(HYDRO-MULCH AND
SEED)

SHRUB PLANTING - WOODLAND - (WETLAND)
SCALE: NONE

SPACING VARIES
SEE PLANS

NOTES:
1. NO PRUNING OR CUTTING UNLESS DIRECTED BY THE  ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST.
2. WATERING SAUCER SHALL BE FLOODED TWICE DURING THE FIRST 48 HOURS AFTER
PLANTING.
3. SHRUBS SHALL BE SET PLUMB AND PLANTED SO THAT THE TOP OF THE ROOTBALL IS
1" ABOVE FINISHED GRADE.



K137/L138 SANDY POND TO PRATT JCT & AYER TAP
TRANSMISSION LINE OPGW INSTALLATION

 CIVIL ENGINEERING, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYING,
 PLANNING, GIS, AND ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES1"=20'

File:

33 Waldo St. Worcester, MA 01608
617-896-4300SHEET 3 OF 312/7/2021ATTLEBORO, MA

WETLAND REPLICATION PLANTING PLAN

MODIFIED UPLAND

WETLAND REPLICATION / ENHANCEMENT AREA SOIL
PLACEMENT AND PLANTED AS SPECIFIED IN PLANS
OR AS DIRECTED BY THE WETLAND SPECIALIST

(4) RANDOMLY PLACED
4" HIGH HUMMOCKS
APPROX. 24" TO 30" DIA.

 PROP. 12" WETLAND SOIL

PROP. 12"  'B HORIZON' SOIL
LOAM BORROW RE-HANDLED AND SPREAD

EXISTING
NATIVE SOIL
PROFILE

EXISTING WETLAND

 WETLAND REPLICATION - DETAIL  TYPICAL

VARIES SEE PLAN

 PROP. 3" COMPOST

1. PLANT MATERIAL SHALL CONFORM TO THE GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED BY THE "AMERICAN STANDARD FOR NURSERY STOCK" PUBLISHED BY
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NURSERYMEN, LATEST EDITION.

2. TOPSOIL STRIPPED FROM THE SITE AND PROPERLY STOCKPILED PRIOR TO APPLICATION MAY, UPON APPROVAL OF THE ENGINEER, BE
USED FOR PREPARATION OF  REPLICATION.  IT SHOULD BE FREE OF CONTAMINANTS AND  OF A FRIABLE CONSISTENCY AND SUITABLE FOR
PLANT GROWTH.

3. PROVIDE ORGANIC WEED FREE COMPOST FROM A LOCAL SOURCE FOR PLANTING BACK FILL AND TOP DRESSING
4. ALL PLANTS ARE SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER INSTALLATION.
5. PLANTING WILL BE CONDUCTED WITH OVERSIGHT BE AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST AND PLANTS WILL BE SPACED EVENLY TO THE EXTENT

PRACTICABLE.
6. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE CLEAN  WATER, HOSES AND ALL NECESSARY EQUIPMENT FOR WATERING ASSOCIATED WITH THE PLANTING

AND SEEDING OPERATIONS.
7. ANY PLANT MATERIAL WHICH DIES, TURNS BROWN, OR DEFOLIATES (PRIOR TO TOTAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE WORK) SHALL BE  REMOVED

FROM THE SITE AND REPLACED WITH MATERIAL APPROVED BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST.
8. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL COMPLETELY GUARANTEE ALL PLANT MATERIAL FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR BEGINNING ON THE DATE OF

ACCEPTANCE. CONTRACTOR SHALL REQUEST REVIEW AND FORMAL NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE IN WRITING.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL  MAKE
ALL REPLACEMENTS BEFORE THE END OF THE GUARANTEE PERIOD NO LATER THAN THE NEXT GROWING SEASON.

9. REPLACEMENT SCHEDULE AND CONTENT MAY BE ADJUSTED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT BASED ON PLANTING SEASON AND AVAILABILITY, AS
APPROVED BY THE OWNER.

 EROSION CONTROL BARRIER TYP.
 SLOPE 0 -5%

 SLOPE 50% MAX.
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Ayer, Massachusetts 
Notice of Intent 
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K137/L138 SANDY POND- AYER TAP OPGW INSTALLATION PROJECT
AYER, MA

Site Photographs 
Notice of Intent

Photos Taken: August 2019

Photo #1: View of scrub/shrub wetland AY-W17, along the Ayer Substation fenceline towards Str 14B. Impacts to BVW will 
include the replacement of Str 14B with an enlarged caisson supported structure. Facing southwest. 

Photo #2: View of emergent wetland AY-W18, looking towards Structures 9/10. No permanent impacts to BVW are proposed. 
Activities within BVW include in-kind structure replacement (no change in structure footprint), and temporary matting for 
access and work pads. Facing southwest. 

Photo Page 1



K137/L138 SANDY POND- AYER TAP OPGW INSTALLATION PROJECT
AYER, MA

Site Photographs 
Notice of Intent

Photos Taken: August 2019

Photo #3: View of scrub/shrub portion of wetland AY-W24, associated with the impounded James Brook. Impacts to BVW 
will include the replacement of Str 3 with an enlarged caisson supported structure. Facing east.

Photo Page 2



Project/Site: Sampling Date:

Applicant/Owner: State: Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long: Datum:

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification:

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Sediment Deposits (B2)

Drift Deposits (B3)

K137 Transmission Line - Geotechnical Soil Borings Ayer/Middlesex

New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid

Crayfish Burrows (C8)Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)

NoYes

Depth (inches):X

X0X Depth (inches):

X Depth (inches):

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Surface Water (A1)

FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

Remarks: 

(includes capillary fringe)

Yes

0

None

No

NoYes

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Field Observations:

High Water Table (A2) Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Northcentral and Northeast Region 

X

PSS

X

No

42.565342

Deerfield loamy fine sand

8/08/2019

UP: AYW17

City/County:

MA

-71.592758

Yes No

No

Yes No

0

Saturation Present?

Saturation (A3)

Water Marks (B1)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)

Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Water Table Present?

Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)

Slope (%):Landform (hillside, terrace, etc.):

X

XNo

Yes

Yes

X

NoNo

WGS 84

Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

x

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply) 

Yes

Yes

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Hydric Soil Present? 

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Remarks:  (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

HYDROLOGY

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

AYW-100Wetland Hydrology Present?

Is the Sampled Area

within a Wetland?

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

significantly disturbed? Are “Normal Circumstances” present?

naturally problematic?

Surface Water Present?

Section, Township, Range:

ConcaveLocal relief (concave, convex, none):

Yes

Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

BSC Group, Inc.

LRR R

(If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Terrance

Marl Deposits (B15)

3-8

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Sampling Point:

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. (A/B)

7.

Sapling/Shrub Stratum (Plot size: x 1 =

1. x 2 =

2. x 3 =

3. x 4 =

4. x 5 =

5. Column Totals: (B)

6.

7.

Herb Stratum (Plot size:

1.

2. 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

– Use scientific names of plants.

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

UP: AYW17

0

2

Absent

r=30-ft

Total Number of Dominant 
Species Across All Strata:

) Dominance Test worksheet:

Number of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Absent

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Multiply by:

0.0%
Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Total % Cover of:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

FACU

Yes UPL

Yes5

Tree – Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter 
at breast height (DBH), regardless of height.

Definitions of Vegetation Strata:

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

X

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?

Woody vines – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.

Yes No

Sapling/shrub – Woody plants less than 3 in. DBH and 
greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

=Total Cover

)

r=30-ft

r=5-ft

=Total Cover

=Total Cover

Absent

25

)

Rubus flagellaris

Indicator 
Status

Absolute 
% Cover

Dominant 
Species?

Digitaria cognata 20

r=15-ft

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

VEGETATION

(A)

(B)

(A)

Prevalence Index  = B/A =

Tree Stratum

Woody Vine Stratum

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

2 - Dominance Test is >50%

3 - Prevalence Index is ≤3.01

)

=Total Cover

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must be 
present, unless disturbed or problematic.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Sampling Point:

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Redox Depressions (F8)

Redox Dark Surface (F6)

Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Stratified Layers (A5)

Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1)

Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)

High Chroma Sands (S11) (LRR K, L)

Type:

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B) 5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)

Sandy Redox (S5)

Dark Surface (S7)

Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)

Red Parent Material (F21)

Depleted Matrix (F3)

Black Histic (A3)

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)

2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R,

%

Matrix

Histic Epipedon (A2) MLRA 149B)

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Histosol (A1)

Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)

Redox FeaturesDepth

(inches) Color (moist)

10YR 2/10-14

UP: AYW17SOIL

Type1%

Remarks:

Stripped Matrix (S6)

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Rock

No

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)

X14Depth (inches):  YesHydric Soil Present?

Color (moist)

Marl (F10) (LRR K, L) Other (Explain in Remarks)

Loc2 Texture Remarks

Sandy

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Project/Site: Sampling Date:

Applicant/Owner: State: Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long: Datum:

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification:

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

X

X

x

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Sediment Deposits (B2)

Drift Deposits (B3)

K137 Transmission Line - Geotechnical Soil Borings Ayer/Middlesex

New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid

Crayfish Burrows (C8)Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)

NoYes X

Depth (inches):

0Depth (inches): X

Depth (inches):

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Surface Water (A1)

FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

Remarks: 

(includes capillary fringe)

Yes

X 0

X

None

No

NoYes

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Field Observations:

High Water Table (A2) Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Northcentral and Northeast Region 

X

PSS

x

No

42.566093

Merrimac - Urban Land Complex

8/08/2019

Wet: AYW17

City/County:

MA

-71.592467

Yes No

No

Yes No

- Hydrology paramter is met

2

Saturation Present?

Saturation (A3)

Water Marks (B1)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)

Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Water Table Present?

Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)

Slope (%):Landform (hillside, terrace, etc.):

X No

Yes

Yes

X

NoNoX

WGS 84

Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

x

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply) 

Yes

Yes

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Hydric Soil Present? 

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Remarks:  (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

HYDROLOGY

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

AYW-100Wetland Hydrology Present?

Is the Sampled Area

within a Wetland?

All 3 parameters have been met. 

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

significantly disturbed? Are “Normal Circumstances” present?

naturally problematic?

Surface Water Present?

Section, Township, Range:

ConcaveLocal relief (concave, convex, none):

Yes

Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

BSC Group, Inc.

LRR R

(If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Terrance

Marl Deposits (B15)

0-8

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Sampling Point:

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. (A/B)

7.

Sapling/Shrub Stratum (Plot size: x 1 =

1. x 2 =

2. x 3 =

3. x 4 =

4. x 5 =

5. Column Totals: (B)

6.

7.

Herb Stratum (Plot size:

1.

2. 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

– Use scientific names of plants.

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Wet: AYW17

6

6

Absent

r=30-ft

Total Number of Dominant 
Species Across All Strata:

) Dominance Test worksheet:

Number of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

X

Frangula alnus

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Multiply by:

100.0%
Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Total % Cover of:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

5 FACYes

10

FACW

Yes OBL

FACYes

Yes

Yes

10

5

5 Yes

Tree – Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter 
at breast height (DBH), regardless of height.

Definitions of Vegetation Strata:

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?

Woody vines – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.

XYes No

Sapling/shrub – Woody plants less than 3 in. DBH and 
greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

- Vegetation parameter is met

=Total Cover

)

r=30-ft

r=5-ft

=Total Cover

=Total Cover

Vitis sp.

45

)

FAC

Typha latifolia 5 OBL

Spiraea alba

10Impatiens capensis FACW

Indicator 
Status

Absolute 
% Cover

Dominant 
Species?

Lythrum salicaria 20

r=15-ft

Viburnum dentatum

No

15

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

VEGETATION

(A)

(B)

(A)

Prevalence Index  = B/A =

Tree Stratum

Woody Vine Stratum

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

2 - Dominance Test is >50%

3 - Prevalence Index is ≤3.01

)

=Total Cover

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must be 
present, unless disturbed or problematic.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Sampling Point:

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Redox Depressions (F8)

Redox Dark Surface (F6)

Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Stratified Layers (A5)

Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1)

Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)

High Chroma Sands (S11) (LRR K, L)

Type:

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B) 5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)

Sandy Redox (S5)

Dark Surface (S7)

Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)

Red Parent Material (F21)

Depleted Matrix (F3)X

Black Histic (A3)

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)

2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R,

%

Matrix

Histic Epipedon (A2) MLRA 149B)

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Histosol (A1)

Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)

Redox FeaturesDepth

(inches) Color (moist)

10YR 2/10-14

Wet: AYW17SOIL

Type1%

Remarks:

Stripped Matrix (S6)

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Rock

No

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)

X14Depth (inches):  YesHydric Soil Present?

Color (moist)

Marl (F10) (LRR K, L) Other (Explain in Remarks)

Loc2 Texture Remarks

Sandy

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Project/Site: Sampling Date:

Applicant/Owner: State: Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long: Datum:

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification:

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

significantly disturbed? Are “Normal Circumstances” present?

naturally problematic?

Surface Water Present?

Section, Township, Range:

ConcaveLocal relief (concave, convex, none):

Yes

Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

BSC Group, Inc.

LRR R

(If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Terrance

Marl Deposits (B15)

3-8

Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

x

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply) 

Yes

Yes

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Hydric Soil Present? 

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Remarks:  (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

HYDROLOGY

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

AYW-101AWetland Hydrology Present?

Is the Sampled Area

within a Wetland?

Slope (%):Landform (hillside, terrace, etc.):

X

XNo

Yes

Yes

X

NoNo

WGS 84

Yes No

0

Saturation Present?

Saturation (A3)

Water Marks (B1)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)

Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Water Table Present?

Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)

High Water Table (A2) Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Northcentral and Northeast Region 

X

PSS

X

No

42.572732

Windsor loamy sand

8/08/2019

UP: AYW24

City/County:

MA

-71.582598

Yes No

No

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Surface Water (A1)

FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

Remarks: 

(includes capillary fringe)

Yes

0

None

No

NoYes

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Field Observations:

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Sediment Deposits (B2)

Drift Deposits (B3)

K137 Transmission Line - Geotechnical Soil Borings Ayer/Middlesex

New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid

Crayfish Burrows (C8)Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)

NoYes

Depth (inches):X

X0X Depth (inches):

X Depth (inches):

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Sampling Point:

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. (A/B)

7.

Sapling/Shrub Stratum (Plot size: x 1 =

1. x 2 =

2. x 3 =

3. x 4 =

4. x 5 =

5. Column Totals: (B)

6.

7.

Herb Stratum (Plot size:

1.

2. 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

VEGETATION

(A)

(B)

(A)

Prevalence Index  = B/A =

Tree Stratum

Woody Vine Stratum

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

2 - Dominance Test is >50%

3 - Prevalence Index is ≤3.01

)

=Total Cover

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must be 
present, unless disturbed or problematic.

15

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

Schizachyrium scoparium

Indicator 
Status

Absolute 
% Cover

Dominant 
Species?

Anthoxanthum odoratum 15

r=15-ft

Pinus strobus

Absent

30

)

=Total Cover

)

r=30-ft

r=5-ft

=Total Cover

=Total Cover

Tree – Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter 
at breast height (DBH), regardless of height.

Definitions of Vegetation Strata:

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

X

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?

Woody vines – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.

Yes No

Sapling/shrub – Woody plants less than 3 in. DBH and 
greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

Yes15

10

FACU

Yes FACU

UPLYes

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Multiply by:

0.0%
Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Total % Cover of:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

5 FACUYes

data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Elaeagnus umbellata

– Use scientific names of plants.

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

UP: AYW24

0

4

Absent

r=30-ft

Total Number of Dominant 
Species Across All Strata:

) Dominance Test worksheet:

Number of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Sampling Point:

Marl (F10) (LRR K, L) Other (Explain in Remarks)

Loc2 Texture Remarks

Sandy

Sandy

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains.

Color (moist)

10-18

XDepth (inches):  YesHydric Soil Present?

%

Remarks:

Stripped Matrix (S6)

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

No

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)

UP: AYW24SOIL

Type1

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Histosol (A1)

Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)

Redox FeaturesDepth

(inches) Color (moist)

10YR 4/4

10YR 3/20-10

MLRA 149B) Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)

2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R,

%

Matrix

Histic Epipedon (A2)

5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)

Sandy Redox (S5)

Dark Surface (S7)

Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)

Red Parent Material (F21)

Depleted Matrix (F3)

Black Histic (A3)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Redox Depressions (F8)

Redox Dark Surface (F6)

Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Stratified Layers (A5)

Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1)

Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)

High Chroma Sands (S11) (LRR K, L)

Type:

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B)
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Project/Site: Sampling Date:

Applicant/Owner: State: Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long: Datum:

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification:

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

x

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

significantly disturbed? Are “Normal Circumstances” present?

naturally problematic?

Surface Water Present?

Section, Township, Range:

ConcaveLocal relief (concave, convex, none):

Yes

Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

BSC Group, Inc.

LRR R

(If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Terrance

Marl Deposits (B15)

0-5

Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

x

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply) 

Yes

Yes

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Hydric Soil Present? 

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Remarks:  (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

HYDROLOGY

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

AYW-101AWetland Hydrology Present?

Is the Sampled Area

within a Wetland?

All 3 parameters have been met. 

Slope (%):Landform (hillside, terrace, etc.):

X No

Yes

Yes

X

NoNoX

WGS 84

Yes No

- Hydrology paramter is met

0

Saturation Present?

Saturation (A3)

Water Marks (B1)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)

Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Water Table Present?

Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)

High Water Table (A2) Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Northcentral and Northeast Region 

X

PEM

x

No

42.572859

Wareham loamy fine sand

8/08/2019

Wet: AYW24

City/County:

MA

-71.582324

Yes No

No

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Surface Water (A1)

FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

Remarks: 

(includes capillary fringe)

Yes

0

None

No

NoYes

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Field Observations:

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Sediment Deposits (B2)

Drift Deposits (B3)

K137 Transmission Line - Geotechnical Soil Borings Ayer/Middlesex

New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid

Crayfish Burrows (C8)Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)

NoYes X

Depth (inches):X

0Depth (inches): X

X Depth (inches):

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
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Sampling Point:

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. (A/B)

7.

Sapling/Shrub Stratum (Plot size: x 1 =

1. x 2 =

2. x 3 =

3. x 4 =

4. x 5 =

5. Column Totals: (B)

6.

7.

Herb Stratum (Plot size:

1.

2. 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

(Plot size:

1.

2.

3.

4.

VEGETATION

(A)

(B)

(A)

Prevalence Index  = B/A =

Tree Stratum

Woody Vine Stratum

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

2 - Dominance Test is >50%

3 - Prevalence Index is ≤3.01

)

=Total Cover

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must be 
present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Yes

10

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

Solidago sp. 

10Impatiens capensis FAC

Indicator 
Status

10

10

Absolute 
% Cover

Yes

Yes

FACU

FAC

Dominant 
Species?

Juncus effsusus 15

r=15-ft

Absent 

60

)

Lythrum salicaria

Daucus carota

10

10 UPL

OBL

- Vegetation parameter is met

=Total Cover

)

r=30-ft

r=5-ft

=Total Cover

=Total Cover

Tree – Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter 
at breast height (DBH), regardless of height.

Definitions of Vegetation Strata:

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?

Woody vines – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.

XYes No

Sapling/shrub – Woody plants less than 3 in. DBH and 
greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

Yes

Yes

Yes

15

10

FAC

Yes FACW

UPLYes

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Multiply by:

55.6%
Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Total % Cover of:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

25

5

data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

X

Elaeagnus umbellata

– Use scientific names of plants.

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Wet: AYW24

5

9

Acer rubrum 

Pinus strobus

Betula papyrifera FACU

r=30-ft

Total Number of Dominant 
Species Across All Strata:

) Dominance Test worksheet:

Number of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Yes

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region – Version 2.0



Sampling Point:

Marl (F10) (LRR K, L) Other (Explain in Remarks)

10

Loc2 Texture Remarks

Loamy/Clayey

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains.

Prominent redox concentrations

Color (moist)

C PL2.5Y 5/2

XDepth (inches):  YesHydric Soil Present?

%

redox features/oxidized rihzomes present 
Remarks:

Stripped Matrix (S6)

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

No

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)

Wet: AYW24SOIL

Type1

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Histosol (A1)

Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)

Redox FeaturesDepth

(inches) Color (moist)

10YR 2/20-10

MLRA 149B) Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)

2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R,

%

Matrix

Histic Epipedon (A2)

5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)

Sandy Redox (S5)

Dark Surface (S7)

Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)

Red Parent Material (F21)

Depleted Matrix (F3)

Black Histic (A3)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)

X

Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Redox Depressions (F8)

Redox Dark Surface (F6)

Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Stratified Layers (A5)

Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1)

Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)

High Chroma Sands (S11) (LRR K, L)

Type:

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B)
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Attachment D 
 
 

K137/L138 Mainline OPGW Installation Project  
Construction Phase 

Ayer, Massachusetts 
Notice of Intent 

 
 

ABUTTERS NOTIFICATION LETTER 
 CERTIFIED LIST OF ABUTTERS 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

Ayer Wetlands Permit Application Information Packet                        Page 12 of 13                        
February 2012 

Notification to Abutters per the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
and the Town of Ayer Wetlands Protection Bylaw 

 
In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40, you are 
hereby notified of the following: 
 

A. The name of the applicant is:  ______________________________________________________ 
B. The name of the land owner is ______________________________________________________ 

C. The address of the lot where the resource area is located or activity is proposed is:   
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
D. The applicant has filed: (check one)  

 Notice of Intent    Request for an Amendment to an Order of Conditions
  Abbreviated Notice of Intent    Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation 
 
    The applicant has filed the above application with the Ayer Conservation Commission and is seeking:  

 confirmation of resource area delineation, or  
 permission to remove, fill, dredge or alter an Area Subject to Protection under the  

     Wetlands Protection Act (Massachusetts General Law Chapter 131, Section 40). 
  
E. Copies of the above referenced document/filing may be examined at the Conservation Commission 

Office, Town Hall, 1 Main Street, Ayer, MA, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m., 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  Please schedule an appointment by calling (978) 772-8249. 

  
F. Copies of the above referenced document/filing may be obtained from: (check one) 

 Applicant (contact information: _________________________________________________)
 Owner (contact information: ___________________________________________________)
Applicant's Representative (contact information:____________________________________) 
 Ayer Conservation Administrator 978-772-8249 (Wednesdays & Fridays 9:30a.m.-1:30p.m.) 

 
G. Project Description: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
H. Information regarding the date, time, and place of the hearing may be obtained from the Ayer 
Conservation Office by calling 978-772-8249 between the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., Wednesdays 
and Fridays.  
 
Note:  Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be published at least five (5) 
business days prior to the hearing date in either The Public Spirit or The Lowell Sun newspapers.  Such 
notice will also be posted at the Ayer Town Hall no fewer than forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the 
meeting. 
 
Note:  You also may contact the Department of Environmental Protection Regional Office for more 
information about this application or the Wetlands Protection Act at (508) 792-7650. 

ealderton
Text Box
New England Power Company (NEP) Attn: Kellie Doherty

ealderton
Text Box
Various - NEP electrical utility easement

ealderton
Text Box
K137/L138 Transmission Line right-of-way between: Groton-Shirley Rd. and Westford Rd. - (Mainline), and between Ayer Substation and the K137/L138 mainline ROW (Tap line to Ayer Substation).

ealderton
Text Box
X

ealderton
Text Box
X

ealderton
Text Box
X

ealderton
Text Box
Alison Milliman: amilliman@bscgroup.com; (617) 896-4532

ealderton
Text Box
NEP is proposing to conduct maintenance and improvement activities associated with the K137/L138 Transmission Line Right-of-Way (ROW) in Ayer, Massachusetts (the Project). The purpose of the Project is to refurbish and install overhead optical ground wire (OPGW). Activities will include access road widening and improvements, and the replacement of 26 structures located within jurisdictional resource areas and/or their buffer zones. Resource areas impacted include Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), 100-ft Buffer Zone to BVW, 200-ft Riverfront Area (RA), FEMA 100-Year Floodplain/Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF), Land Under Water (LUW), Vernal Pools, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), and Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP) Priority/Estimated Habitat. Activities are also proposed within the locally regulated 50-ft No Disturb Zone. 





































 

Ayer Wetlands Permit Application Information Packet                        Page 13 of 13                        
February 2012 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

 
Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

and 
Town of Ayer Wetlands Bylaw and Regulations 

 
 

To be submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) and the 
Ayer Conservation Commission when filing a Notice of Intent. 
 
 
I, _________________________________, herby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that  
 (Name) 
on __________________________I gave notification to abutters in compliance with the second  
 (Date) 
paragraph of the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40, and the MassDEP Guide to  
 
Abutter Notification dated April 8, 1994, in connection with the following matter: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The form of notification, and a list of the abutters to whom it was given and their addresses, are 

attached to this Affidavit of Service. 

 

__________________________________________ 
Name (Sign) 

 
__________________________________________  ____________________________ 
Name (Print)        Date 

 
 

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
Alison Milliman, BSC Group

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
1/25/2022

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
New England Power Company (NEP) K137/L138 Mainline and Tap OPGW Installation Project - Construction

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
phase. 

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
Alison Milliman

AMilliman
Typewritten Text
1/15/2022

AMilliman
self





  

Attachment E 
 
 

K137/L138 Mainline OPGW Installation Project  
Construction Phase 

Ayer, Massachusetts 
Notice of Intent 

 
 

NATIONAL GRID’S BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 
 
 





ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDANCE
Date

Doc. No. EG-303NE

02/20/18
SUBJECT

Access, Maintenance and Construction
Best Management Practices

Reference
EP No. 3 - Natural Resource
Protection (Chapter 6)

Rev. No. 4

SEC-1
WEED FREE BALE BARRIER

BMP DETAIL

BMP PICTURE

Page: 7-1



ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDANCE
Date

Doc. No. EG-303NE

02/20/18
SUBJECT

Access, Maintenance and Construction
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