
Town of Ayer
Article 32 Readopt General Bylaws 

in their Entirety

Article 33 Readopt Zoning Bylaw in 
its Entirety



Goals
• The Town of Ayer began this process to co-locate all existing 

bylaws and regulations for ease of use and increased navigation 
abilities on our website.  

• The Town wanted all information indexed in one central location.

• General Code’s codification experts focus on simplifying how 
local governments and their constituents find, access, and share 
information by developing forward-thinking technologies and 
processes.



Bylaw Approval Process 
Proposed 

Bylaw

Town Meeting 
Approval A.G. Review

Becomes Bylaw



Regulation Approval Process 
Proposed 

Regulation

Public Hearings Board 
Approval

Becomes 
Regulation



Then what?  
Currently bylaws are on one section of the website in a series of PDF’s 
and regulations are located elsewhere depending on topic 
matter/Board jurisdiction.   



Timeline
• Town Meeting approved Article 22 of the 5/8/2017 ATM  -

authorized $20,000 for code review and update of Town’s Bylaws

• Town contracted with General Code and convened internal 
working group consisting of Selectman Jannice Livingston,  
Assistant Town Manager Carly Antonellis, Town Clerk Susan 
Copeland and Police Chief Bill Murray.    

• Town provided all existing Bylaws and Regulations to General 
Code for research, editorial and legal review to identify conflicts 
and inconsistencies; the creation of an index; the preparation of 
the newly organized code “Bylaws and Regulations of the Town 
of Ayer, Massachusetts”



Timeline, continued
• Beginning in June of 2017, the 

Town of Ayer’s internal working 
group and General Code set 
out on the process to the right

• All Departments were integral in 
various parts of this process, 
reviewing their respective 
bylaws and regulations to 
ensure accuracy

• *Important to Note – All general 
content remains the same unless 
found to be in violation of state 
or federal law

We 
are 

here



Sample of Code • Hard copies of the 
code will be 
delivered to Town 
Hall and Library for 
General Use

• Code will be also 
be fully searchable 
online at 
ayer.ma.us

Swimming pool

Town Meeting

Speed Limits

Noise Levels



Massachusetts Code Customers
General Code hosts 
Bylaws and Regulations 
for many Massachusetts 
municipalities including 
the following Towns:

• Town of Chelmsford

• Town of Groton

• Town of Harvard

• Town of Lancaster

• Town of Lunenburg

• Town of Sterling

• Town of Townsend

• Town of Westminster



To View the 
Final Draft…

Please visit the 
Town’s website or 
you may request 
a copy at 

978-772-8220 or 
atm@ayer.ma.us

mailto:atm@ayer.ma.us
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